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This publication comes with the wish that you are having a wonderful summer. It is my
intention to add some reading to your pleasure. I am not sure how many sit down and
devour each word when this arrives. I do hope that those who read will enjoy the
thoughts that are sparked by your reading.
Bruce Ellingson’s thoughts were stirred by the article on our history of multiculturalism.
He wrote,
I appreciated your tracing of language change in our church from German to
English that appeared in the recent edition of the Historical Society newsletter. It
reminded me of the experience of my ancestors that probably included my father.
I remember well at Conference when Brother Alejandro talked about his
experience becoming acquainted with his Norwegian wife’s family in a town
where everyone was someone’s son. Remember my name is Ellingson. I could
well identify with his description of Norwegian food. I probably laughed more
loudly than anyone else at Conference.
My paternal grandparents along with many other Norwegian families migrated
from Norway to Stanley, Wisconsin in the late 1800’s. The family faithfully
attended Our Savior’s Lutheran Church where I was baptized the first time. I
remember that in my early days, although when I went to church there the
service was in English, the bulletin also listed the Norwegian service. I assume
that in the earlier days all the services were in Norwegian. Similar story, different
language and geographical setting.

What You Did NOT Read in The Minutes
I have read and sometimes re-read minutes from our conference meetings. The
purpose of minutes is to maintain an accurate record of what took place and, more
precisely, decisions that were made. On many occasions, I am aware of information I
am not getting. Sometimes information was sensitive and the participants did not want
to express it for all to read. Often, controversies were buried and silence was all you
could hear. One of the most used devices for discussing things the conference did not
wish to make public was to meet as the Committee of the Whole. They would adjourn,
eliminating the need to record what they were discussing, and then return with a report
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which might give a clue what they were discussing but reveal none of the particular
details. At other times, you can discern carefully worded statements which say
something but not too much. It is necessary then to “read between the lines.”
I entitled this section, “What You Did Not Read in the Minutes.” I came across two
newspaper articles that reflected on conference events and revealed what you did not
read.
The first is a sad and somewhat tragic event. Uncharacteristically, the conference
minutes record the problem. Ordinarily, the problems of preachers and were not
revealed. In this case, they frankly expressed what they were doing; well – sort of.
The Annual Conference Minutes of 1918 record the following for Tuesday, November 5,
1918:
A letter from Brother W.J. Fretz was read
before the Conference and referred to the
Committee on Resolutions…
Whereas, W.J. Fretz has sent in a written
report stating that he was obliged to leave
the active work on account of a physical
breakdown and expresses his sorrow of
heart for his being thus deprived of being
engaged in the active work. He also
expresses his gratefulness to the brethren
for what they did for him during his sickness
and asks the Conference to kindly classify
him as a Quarterly Conference Licensed
Worker, therefore,
Resolved, That we sympathize with him in
William J. Fretz in 1906
his condition and pray God's blessing upon
him, and further,
Resolved, That we grant him his request to be classified as Quarterly Conference
Licensed Worker.
This is what you did not read from articles in the Reading Times eight months earlier:
Tuesday, March 26, 1918
Pastor’s Mental Condition on Trial
Judge Wagner, in court Monday, appointed a commission in lunacy to
investigate the mental condition of Rev. William J. Fretz, well-known pastor of the
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Mennonite Church, on North Tenth street. The motion for an investigation was
made by District Attorney Wilson S. Rothermel and the following commissioners
were appointed: Foster S. Biehl, Dr. Marshall Stump and M. J. Smelter.
The request for the appointment of a commission was made by the
minister’s wife, Mrs. Sallie E. Fretz. She claims that her husband imagines she is
unfaithful and that he also charges another woman in the congregation of which
he is pastor with infidelity.
His wife also states in her petition that Mr. Fretz imagines he has received
large sums of money by reason of the imagined infidelity of his wife, and that he
threatens to do her bodily harm. The petition states that it is necessary at this
time to have three men to take care of him.
Mr. Fretz resides at 622 Locust street. He has been pastor of the local
church for several years, being annually reappointed by conference, and has
been quite successful here. Two weeks ago he conducted revival services.
Presiding Elder H. B. Musselman, of Bethlehem, conducted the services in the
church on Sunday, assisted by Rev. B. B. Musselman, of Fleetwood.
Thursday, March 28
Found Insane
Attorney Foster S. Biehl, Dr. Marshall Stump, and Cameron E. Strauss, the
commission appointed by the court to inquire into the mental condition of Rev.
William J. Fretz of this city, filed their report with the court. They find the minister
“is insane and subject to delusion which leads him to commit acts of violence.”
Brother Fretz left the ministry of the MBC. He became a salesman first for groceries
and later for coal. He and his wife moved to Bethlehem. In 1940, he was a widower
living with the Paul Cressman family.
The second article seems to be the account of the visit of an unnamed reporter to the
conference of 1900. What caught my attention were his observations about what was
taking place. He comments on the pastors’ reports. At conference, the pastors gave
oral reports but I have never seen anyone describe any specifics. The secretary often
reported in glowing terms how the pastors were encouraged and loyal and the churches
were growing in numbers and sanctification. But specifics were not given.
This reporter allows us to view the happenings from an outsider’s view point. To add to
his reports, I will include what the minutes recorded and make an observation or two in
notes. These notes will be added at the end so you can read the article but jump to the
note if you so desire.
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[From the Allentown Daily Leader, September 17, 1900, page 2 – The Conference
began on Friday, September 14 and concluded on Monday, September 17]
Pastors’ Reports
Mennonite Conference in Reading Hears from the Ministers
Music Has Charm For Sinners
Rev. Mr. Clauser’s Tours in the West and South – Speculating in Worldly Goods – A
Church Official’s Thousand Mile Trip.
The reports of pastors at the Mennonite conference at Reading were very
interesting (note 1). Elder Steinmetz, pastor of Allentown, South Allentown and Emaus
charges, reported the first mentioned to be especially encouraging. “We are bringing
souls to Christ,” said he, “and among these is a woman who had been smoking her pipe
since 14 years of age. Now when she is 65 she has thrown her pipe away and
sanctified it to God.”
“Praise His name,” exclaimed a number of the
elders.
“Divine healing,” said Elder Steinmetz, “is also
gaining ground. The people are taking the Lord as their
physician. At South Allentown sinners tremble in their
seats and come out to the altar and are gloriously saved.
Here they had not heard of divine healing and for a while
though that it would be done instantaneously instead of
through earnest prayer.”
Wilson Steinmetz - 1906
Elder Ziegler of Quakertown and Hatfield reported
good attendance, excepting on Sunday evenings, when farmers, as a rule, do not go to
church. Divine healing is also gaining ground and has no opposition. Elder Taylor said
that his territory extended from Quakertown to Coopersburg and that he had good
material among his people, folks who are trying to lead holy lives. “So many churches
are apt to claim that they are walking in the ways of holiness when they really are full of
holes and leave the holiness go to waste. Some of our people are being healed by the
Lord.”
Presiding Elder C. H. Brunner spoke on home missionary work. (note 2) “Our
society was organized last spring,” said he, “and is doing nobly. There has been some
persecution, though, Athol being an especially hard place to gain a foothold for the Lord.
People have been warned there not to come to our meetings or to buy our literature.
We expect to come out victorious, not-withstanding this persecution. The mission work
has a bright future.”
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Rev. W. B. Musselman was asked to tell of his department (note 2), “The Gospel
Workers.” “I look back with great satisfaction,” said he, “over our work.” Eight missions
were opened during the year. We met some reverses but no defeats. There are 39
workers divided up at a number of towns. At Williamsport we have a fine hall for which
we pay $35 a month rent. Preachers recommend our work from their pulpits. During
the year the workers held 9910 meetings, sold literature to the amount of almost $6000,
received $1226 donation, and the entire income was almost $9000.
“We don’t conduct our meeting in such an exciting way and don’t get people to
shout, but convert them quietly.
“We believe in divine healing, but some of the workers will get sick. For this
reason the Workers’ Home has been established. There our workers can rest and we
certainly should take care of them. People who have come to our meetings and see
the women who are workers to say to me, “What will you do with all your old women?”
Why this home will be just the thing in years to come for their benefit. If family horses
are cared for in their old age, how much more should we be concerned our loved ones?
“In conducting our meetings we use various methods and probably drift a little
from Mennonite custom. For instance, we believe in music. A concertina, we find, will
attract a crowd to our services and then we talk to them between tunes. If an old kettle
would attract sinners, we’d drum on that. We never used bones or “clappers” but even
those would be alright if we could get a crowd. Someone recently suggested that we
use instruments in our crusade in the saloons. I believe that if we would hold little
concerts outside of the rum shops we would clean them out and the drinkers would
follow us to the meetings. We find that a man who has been drinking will listen to music
when he wouldn’t listen to a sermon. For this reason we use various means to reach
him.”
The conference took action in the case of a
delegate who did not make his appearance at
conference. He wrote a letter instead which was
referred to a committee. They reported that they did
not deem his excuse sufficient, but recommend him to
the mercy of conference.
An elder stated that the delegate is a farmer and
might not have been able to leave home. It was then
decided to forgive and excuse the absentee. (note 3)
The report of the Home Missionary Society
showed a balance of $647.
The beneficiary fund was reported by Treasurer
Milton Kauffman to have a balance of $69.75.
Milton Kauffman
The presiding elder announced that the
conference would hear from those who are about to
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enter the ministry as to the nature of their calls and convictions. (note 4)
J. C. Roth of Reading was the first to tell of his calling. “I remember when God
accepted me,” said he. “God often spoke at my heart and when I was anointed at this
altar, He said to me ‘Now I’ll hold you there,’ and I am willing to obey his wishes.”
“Are you willing to trust in the Lord for support and to go wherever His work calls
you?” asked the presiding elder.
“Yes,” said the applicant.
“How is he on the feet-washing question?” asked another elder.
“Well, he passed a satisfactory examination on discipline and that covers feet
washing,” said the chairman.
Brother Zook presented himself. He had no doubt whatever as to his calling and
said he would go wherever the Lord directed and would trust Him for support.
Wm. S. Hottel said: “I am positive the Lord called me, not because I was too lazy
or with the intention of making a good living, but to preach the Gospel. I would preach
anyway if this church wouldn’t take me, so sure am I that God want me to speak His
word.
The candidates were referred to the Committee on Applicants.
The probationers, Elders Woodring, Fretz and Shireman, were referred to the
Committee on Ordination.
The 4th annual report of the Board of Foreign Missions were presented by Rev.
Mr. Brunner, secretary. “Our missionaries in China are safe. I had a letter from one of
our people there saying that he is so joyful on the success of the work that heused to lie
on his stomach and bless the Lord. In Turkey we have an orphanage of 80 boys and
120 girls. In another land we have our own printing office
where we turn out literature in Spanish. The balance in
our treasury is $2370.98.” (note 5)
Rev. A. M. Clauser gave an interesting account of
evangelistic work done by him since he left his charge at
Coopersburg. (note 6) “I first went to Ohio, where I took a
course in the Bible School. In Cleveland I preached
among the Germans, then went to Indiana, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Dakota and
Nebraska, spreading the Gospel and speaking for the
Armenia Relief Committee. I had intended going to
Armenia and would be there now if Sister Clauser hadn’t
been ill. But, there is much work here, too. I shall never
forget my experiences in the south, where I worked
Alfred M. Clauser
among people who lived in log huts, and had their dogs,
their children, pigs and chickens all living in one room. It was a pitiful sight, but my heart
was in the work and souls were saved.”
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Presiding Elder Brunner said: “The brother has truly said that there is lots of work
here at home. Reading is big enough for half a dozen missionaries to be kept busy. It
is a fact that we have sections that are almost as dark as Armenia. Yes we have plenty
of heathens about us that need our attention.”
The conference selected Elders Shireman, Fretz and W. B. Musselman the
Committee on Resolutions. Elders Wm. Gehman, L. B. Taylor and C. H. Brunner were
chosen as the Committee on Appeals to be presented to the general conference.
Rev. W. B. Musselman said that he had a suggestion to make about resolutions.
“I am told,” said he, “that in some part of our church the ministers and elders speculate
in worldly-things. I heard of one presiding elder who bought cattle and speculated so
that he could build himself a house. That is wrong but if presiding elders do it, the
minister would also like to own their own homes. We would all like to have a cow and a
horse and a Maltese cat and pug dog. But we mustn’t be entangled too much with the
affairs of this world. I have been told by a high church official who said to his people
that his heart went out to a certain class of people about a thousand miles away and
that he would like to preach the Gospel to them. The report was that his fare was paid
and he went on the long trip presumably with a mission from the Lord. But what did he
do when he got there? Why, bought cattle for speculation. We ought to appeal in the
General Conference against presiding elders speculating in stocks, land and cattle. It
should be restricted.”
It was decided that the General Conference be appealed to to forbid speculating.
(Note 7)
On Sunday, the ordination of candidates for the ministry took place.
At Saturday night’s business session, Rev. C. H. Brunner of Allentown was reelected presiding elders and Rev. H. B. Musselman of Mount Carmel an additional
presiding elder. Other elections resulted: Missionary presiding elder, W. B.
Musselman, Williamsport; vice-presiding elder, William G. Gehman, Dillinger, and G. A.
Campbell, Gratersford: Committee Over Presiding Elders, O. S. Hillegas, Terre Hill: R.
D. Dreisbach, Spring City; W. S. Steimetz, Allentown. Rev. W. G. Gehman, of
Lehighton, was chosen secretary, and Milton Kauffman of Coopersburg, treasurer.
Note 1 –
“The rest of the session was devoted to hearing the oral reports of the pastors.” Most of
the session on Thursday, September 14, was given to these reports. Often, the
preachers were given 10 minutes time. Over two hours would be needed for all to make
reports. The reports were continued on Friday morning.
“The Pastors' oral reports were continued.
The reports were very encouraging. The work, in general, is in a prosperous condition,
spiritually and financially. A real missionary spirit is dominant in nearly all the classes.”
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Note 2 –
“RESOLVED, That C. H. Brunner, Presiding Elder, report the Home Mission work, and
W. B. Musselman, the Missionary Presiding Elder, report the work of the Gospel
Workers' Society.
The report of the Presiding Elder showed good work accomplished for the Lord. A great
number were saved and filled with the Holy Ghost through his Home Mission workers in
halls and tabernacles. The report of the Missionary Presiding Elder was very interesting.
Financially, the Lord does provide marvelously that they always pay their rent in
advance. Many were saved, baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost during the past
year. A spirit of unity exists between the Church and the Gospel Workers Society more
than ever before.”
Note 3 –
“Delegate Absent - H. F. Betz…”
“Committee on Communication:
We read the letter of Brother H. F. Betz, delegate of Erwinna, and did not deem his
excuse worthy of acceptance. Therefore we recommend him to the mercy of this
Conference…”
“WHEREAS, The Erwinna class had no pastor for some time, and had many
discouragements in various ways for unavoidable lack of pastoral care; therefore
RESOLVED, That in view of these considerations, we excuse H. F. Betz for his
absence, and express our sympathy for them.”
Note 4 –
“The Reading class recommends J. C. Roth, and the Home Missionary Society M. P.
Zook and William S. Hottel to this Conference for Annual Conference Licenses...”
“The following applicants for the ministry expressed the nature of their call: J. C. Roth,
M. P. Zook, and W. S. Hottel.
They were referred to the Committee on Examination of applicants for Annual
Conference Licenses…”
“Committee on Examination of Applicants for Annual Conference Licenses: we have
examined the applicants, Wm. S. Hottel, J. C. Roth and M. P. Zook, and recommend
the Conference to receive them according to the discipline...”
Note 5 –
“The report of the Secretary of the Foreign Missionary Board was read and received…
The Lord touched hearts, and a real glory cloud of the missionary spirit hovered over
the Conference.”
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Note 6 –
“Brother A. M. Clauser who had made a missionary trip through the Western States,
gave an interesting report of his journey.”
Note 7 –
“WHEREAS, we as a Conference, clearly see the evil effect of any preachers of the
Gospel speculating in real estate or personal property; therefore
RESOLVED, That this Conference desire the Committee on Appeals to draw up a
resolution as an appeal to the General Conference to enact a law to prohibit Presiding
Elders from any speculations whatever.”
[From the General Conference Minutes – held one month later, October 3, 1900, in
Berlin, Ontario, Canada.]
“We found the following recommendations to this General Conference:
From Pennsylvania.
1. To enact a law to prohibit Presiding Elders from speculation in any form of real
estate or personal property buying cattle, houses, lands and stocks by which to make
financial gain.”
“Unfinished business was then resumed. A motion to put the following into the
Discipline,
"No travelling Elder in our church shall be allowed to speculate in real estate, stocks, or
personal property for the accumulation of temporal possessions," was defeated by an
amendment for the following recommendation:
Seeing as we do the very disastrous results to the spirituality and usefulness especially
of the Christian Ministry by being entangled in speculation, or investments in such a way
as to really encumber them, therefore
Resolved, That we recommend our ministers to look well to their calling as laid down in
the word of God, and as specified in our discipline and give good heed to keep as free
from everything of a like nature that hinders their usefulness to God and the Church so
that when the Master comes He may open to them immediately.”

Fellowship Community continues its ministry to the Lehigh Valley by providing quality
and loving care for those who need it. It no longer has a legal connection to the Bible
Fellowship Church but the roots are in our heritage. The 1931 Yearbook reflects on its
ministry and tells of the progress and personal care that has been given.

XII.—The Home
THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANXFAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE HOME
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The Farm
The Board met at the Home
in March and in September to
transact the business of the Home.
Between Board meetings the work
was looked after by committees and
the Manager, I. K. Wismer, who has
been laboring untiringly for the best
interest of the Home and Farm.
The crops on the farm have
possibly been above the average.
The herd of Holstein Friesian cattle is producing well and increasing in number.
The herd at the last test was found free from bovine tuberculosis. It is the aim of the
Board to have a herd free from the Bang disease, or negative to the blood test. The milk
is being sold on a retail route in Center Valley and Coopersburg. Some is sold
wholesale to Quakertown and Bethlehem and suburbs. The water in the spring was
determined by laboratory test to be contaminated, making it necessary to seek another
supply of water. An artesian well was sunk to the depth of 140 feet and a good supply of
water was found. A Fairbank Morse deep well pump was installed at a total cost of
considerably over six hundred dollars. With this source of pure water and a few other
changes we have been able to meet the standard of grade A raw milk in Bethlehem, Pa.
The bacteria count is kept very low. The milk in the way it is produced and handled has
exceptionally good flavor and keeping qualities.
The sale of milk has been by far the largest source of revenue. The price of cattle
and farm produce has been very materially lowered by the depression and large
production, which has very materially affected the value of the herd and produce.
On account of ill health the Stauffers that have labored on the Farm last year
asked to be released and Albert Moser and George MacNutt, former employees, were
re-engaged to assist on the Farm. These brethren together with James Willitts and John
Henshel have been working faithfully with the Manager to the best interests of the
Home.
The Home
Mrs. Kate Fairheller, who came to the Home as matron when the Home was
opened on July 1, 1909, has been kept in remarkably good health during the year. With
the assistance of Mrs. I. K. Wismer as assistant matron they have been ably looking
after the work in the Home.
Edgar and Frank Glass, fatherless boys of Mrs. Gertrude Glass of the West
Philadelphia congregation, were admitted into the Home in January, 1931. When not in
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school they are helping with the
work. [An interesting personal
note – When Barbara and Dave
Chappell came to do a children’s
program at the Spring City church
where I was serving as pastor,
she spoke of how her father had
been in a home at a place called
Centre Valley. It only took a
moment to make the connection.
Her father was Edgar Glass. One
of the members of Spring City
who was present, Mary Heinly, had worked there and remembered. “One of the Glass
boys,” she said with a smile. – R. Taylor]
Claressa Mebus of the (Salem) Allentown, Pa., Congregation, who was admitted
into the Home in 1917, died on May 24, 1931, at the age of 77 years, 2 months and 20
days. Funeral services were held in the Salem Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church in
Allentown, Pa., in charge of Rev. F. B. Hertzog, with Undertaker Wm. Derr, on
Wednesday, May 27, 1931. Interment in St. Mark's cemetery, Allentown, Pa.
It is now twenty-eight years since the conference held in Mt. Carmel October 1620, 1903, that a committee consisting of H. B. Musselman, L. B. Taylor, Wm. Gehman,
J. G. Shireman, and W. G. Gehman was appointed to
look into the matter of the advisability of purchasing a
property for an Orphanage and Home. At the
conference held in Bethlehem October 12-16, 1905, the
following Board of Trustees was elected: H. B.
Musselman, president; C. H. Brunner, secretary; E.
N.Cassel, treasurer; W. G. Gehman, L. B. Taylor, J. G.
Shireman, H. L. Musselman, O. B. Bartholomew and
Allen M. Gehman. On March 28, 1906, this board of
trustees took title to a farm of 85 acres about one-third
mile east of Center Valley station. Edwin Fehnel and
Thomas Knauer were secured to do the farming. In the
fall of 1908 the Board bought the property of the late
Henry Sell in the village of Center Valley, Pa., and took
title to this property in the following spring.
After some additions and alterations the Home
was opened on July 1, 1909, with Kate Fairheller as
matron. Since the appointing of the first committee to
look into the advisability of purchasing a property for a
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Kate Fairheller

Home and the present time, the experiences of the Board
have been varied, some very agreeable and some not so
pleasant, but we trust and believe to the profit of all who
love the Lord and undertake in His name and for His glory.
It is surely still true as James says in his epistle of good
sense that "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and the widows in their
affliction and to keep himself unspotted from the world."
The Home is small in size as might be expected in a small
denomination but large in its purpose to help the needy.
Possibly the Home does not come up to what all expect it
to do, and possibly not all have done all that they might
Joseph Preisch
have done to bring it to what they expect it to be.
The following is a list of those who have enjoyed the hospitality of the Home.
Joseph Preisch, of Bethlehem, Pa., applied for admittance before the Home was
opened and died before he could be admitted. Funeral
expenses were paid by the Home. Interment at Bethlehem.
Fianna Preisch, widow of Joseph Preisch of
Bethlehem, Pa., an invalid on a wheel chair, was admitted
on July 14, 1909, and died on June 15, 1912. Interment at
Bethlehem.
Sarah Moll, of Allentown, Pa., was admitted on July
21, 1909, and died May 3, 1917. Age 78 years, 8 months
and 5 days. Interment at Coopersburg.
Elmer Arndt, of Vera Cruz, Pa., an orphan boy, was
admitted in April, 1910, and remained until he was of age.
Louisa Horlacher, of Allentown, Pa., was admitted in
Fianna Preisch
1911 and died September 15, 1916. Interment at Allentown.
Mary Steiner, of Bangor, Pa., whom the board of deacons and the Home had
been caring for since 1885, was admitted into the Home in 1911 and died February 26,
1926. She was cared for, a total of 41 years.
Age 81 years, 6 months and 9 days. Interment
at Coopersburg.
Mary Roberts, of Bethlehem, was
admitted into the Home on December 28, 1912,
and died April 15, 1914. Interment at
Danielsville, Pa.
Martin Hoffman, of Sunbury, Pa., a
fatherless boy, was admitted into the Home in
Elmer Arndt
1912 and remained until he was of age.
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Abbie Esch, of Allentown, Pa., was admitted into
the Home in 1916. Died January 20, 1920. Age 83 years
and 13 days. Interment at Coopersburg.
Claressa Miebus, of South Allentown, Pa., was
admitted in 1917 and died on May 24, 1931. Interment at
Allentown.
George MacNutt, Raymond MacNutt and Kenneth
MacNutt, of Mt. Carmel, Pa., orphan boys, were admitted
during 1919 and remained until they were of age.
Marie Widmeyer, of Philadelphia, was admitted in
1920 and is at present in real good health.
Mary Ann Young, of Coopersburg, Pa., was
Sarah Moll
admitted on September 3, 1925, and died December 18,
1926. Interment at Hellertown, Pa.
Amelia Ziegenfuss, of Quakertown, Pa., was admitted in 1928 and died
September 20, 1930.
Edgar Willis Glass and Frank Norman Glass, of West Philadelphia, were
admitted in January, 1931, and are enjoying the hospitality of the Home.
0. S. Hillegass and wife lived in the Home in 1927, 1928.
Henry Musselman lived in the Home in 1923-1925.
The children of Albert Moser were cared for in the Home in 1917.
Besides these, aid was given to those outside of the Home as follows: Ephraim
Lesher and wife, of Terre Hill, Pa. Mrs. Gephart, of Graterford, Pa. Mrs. Emma
Eddinger, of Macungie, Pa. Mrs. Hutchings, of Washington, N. J. Abraham Hilbert,
Allentown, Pa. Edwin Painter, of Philadelphia.
Donations
The Board most thankfully acknowledges the receipt of the following donations
during the past year:
Trustees of the Graterford Church, paint and wall paper; Graterford Sunday
School, one 32-foot extension ladder and one step ladder; Clarence Musselman, one
cabinet; A friend, boys' clothing; A friend, $5.00; Brother W. F. Heffner saw that the
Farm buildings were badly in need of paint and was inspired to donate the labor to paint
the buildings. In the last two years he most generously donated 571 hours repairing,
painting, and papering the buildings at the farm. He also was instrumental in securing
donated labor assisting him in this work as follows, John Golla, Easton, Pa., 16 hours;
Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa., 24 hours; J. B. Layne, 17 hours; E. H. Musselman, 20
hours; V. H. Reinhart, 30 hours; P. T. Stengele, 50 hours; N. H. Wolf, 79 hours. In
acknowledging the donations of labor from these ministering brethren the Board does
not wish to convey the impression that they neglected their regular work but that they
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were faithful in the discharge of their duties in their appointed fields and gave this time
as a diversion from their regular employment.

Some things to remember:
1. Your questions, comments and suggestions are always welcomed and help to reveal
your interests.
2. Your calendar should include our fall meeting on October 25, 1914 to be held at the
Cedar Crest Bible Fellowship Church. Ron Hoyle will make a presentation on the
history of the Allentown Church. I will report on the life and ministry of B. Bryan
Musselman, the radio preacher who served for many years as pastor there.
3. You should prepare a list of people you plan to invite to this special Allentown
anniversary and presentation.

Dick Taylor
Retaylor723@gmail.com
723 South Providence Road
Wallingford PA 19086
www.BFCHistory.org
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