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In this issue of our publication, it will be difficult to pick a theme that will connect all the
pieces. My suggestion is that you just go with the flow and add to the tidbits of
information you already possess.
I will begin by sharing Barry Kauffman’s response to the article on churches. He writes:
FYI - I found the information about former churches very interesting, especially
Millersville. The original building pictured is now part of the Millersville Bible Church
properties.
We actually have lived in the old parsonage of the second church for about 43
years. It was built by Pastor Paul - I think maybe in 1963. We followed Skip Weber who
as I recall was the pastor when they closed the work. It was vacant for about a year
until we bought it and moved in. It is somewhat ironic because Skip Weber's dad built
my dad's home in Lititz in which Dad lived for over 60 years until he passed away in
2009.
My dad bought the entire Millersville property from the denomination (I think for
$30,000) when they weren't able to sell it. He then sold us the parsonage for $18,000.
He later sold the basement church to the Lions Club and they finished the building by
adding the upper floor. It was then sold to an organ repair company a few years ago.
My dad had the remainder of the land farmed for many years until a local
developer wanted to purchase it for the right of ways which he needed. Dad negotiated
a deal with the developer, then gave the land to our Lancaster church who then sold the
land to the developer. All the money from the sale went to our new church which we
were planning to build. Dad was thrilled that he was able to make this investment and
then return all of his investment and profit to the denomination for the start of our
building project on Donerville Road. So Dad was not only one of the founding charter
members of the Lancaster church but he was able to make a major financial
contribution to kick-off the purchase and the building of our present property.
Incidentally, I am the only charter member who is still attending Lancaster. I
might actually be the only living charter member remaining but we don't know if any who
moved away are still alive or not. All the others would be older than I am if they were
still alive.
The land in Millersville which dad had held for many years was used for two
streets in the new development. The one between the parsonage (our home) and the
old church building is Houffman Dr. (HOrace kaUFFMAN) and the second street to the
rear of the property is Aletha Lane - my mother was Aletha Kauffman.
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Thanks, Barry.
Dale Seifert sent me a packet of material. Included among the papers he was a copy of
the discussion questions for the 1966 Ministerial Convention. The name of C. E.
Kirkwood is at the top of the paper but I do not know if he authored the questions or
whether this was his copy. What were the hot topics of 1966?
May 24, 1966

Ministerial Convention
AREAS WORTHY OF DISCUSSION

1. What is the Biblical "basis for separation? Dare we ignore all other lines of difference
[if] the group or individual in question believes in the Deity of Christ and the inspiration
of the Scriptures?
2. Is it permissible and advisable for Christians to join clubs and associations where
mutual interest meet, as long as such association does not commit them legally or
morally to some act or practice not in accord with Scripture?
3. Have we as a church been indifferent to the social ills, discrimination and class
struggle that exists today? Does our interpretation of separation require such a stand?
4. Does our standard of separation require us to withdraw from all political activity?
Should we discourage devout, well-grounded Christians from running for public office on
the local level? Other levels?
5. Should our ministers refrain from membership in ministeriums and local Church
Councils? Should we lead the way in organizing "Evangelical Ministeriums"?
6. Would it be helpful for several of our Churches to pool the financial support of a
Christian Social worker and use them in dealing with some of the needy families in our
membership? Does our standard of separation refuse to utilize such professions?
7. Should we as pastors take a stand and speak out on the indiscriminate use of
television that appears to exist in our midst?
8. Is it possible to maintain a stand on the Hollywood movie, stage play, immodest
dress etc? Or have some given up in this area?
9. Can we in good conscience advise Christian people to leave their Church because it
is affiliated with the World Council? What are the Scriptural grounds for urging people to
withdraw from the old line Denominational Church and joining another one (our church
of course)?
10. Are we doing the wisest and best thing in our Foreign Mission work when we send
our young people out under the "FAITH" Mission Boards? Are these Faith Missions
maintaining a standard of separation that is Scriptural and acceptable to us?

2

Oldest Church Building
Richard Taylor
David Allen, Executive Director of the BFC, included in his report to the 2013 Bible
Fellowship Conference that the newly acquired building being used for the Freedom
Bible Fellowship Church in Dauphin, Pennsylvania, was now our oldest church building.
Making a statement like that is sure to elicit a reaction from a trivia seeker like me. Is
this true? I contacted Pastor Mark Barninger and asked that he send me information
about the church building.
The church building was erected in 1850 according to one history. Originally, it housed
a Presbyterian congregation. A website
suggests that it might have been built in
1854. In 1968, the Catholic Church
purchased the building and named it St.
Matthews Church.
This construction predates even the original
building of the Quakertown Congregation
which was in use in October, 1859. The
Zionsville facility was dedicated in
November, 1859. Next on the chronology is
the old Coopersburg building which dates to
1872. Close to that is the facility in Cape
May Court House which may date back to
1872. A record indicates that the land in
Cape May County on which the church
stands was deeded to the Methodist Church
in 1872. That may not be the date when the
facility was built but it would be close.

Freedom Bible Fellowship Church,
Grantville PA

On occasion, it has been suggested that the Terre Hill congregation met in an older
building. However, there is no indication of that. The Gospel Banner indicates that a
building was dedicated there in 1885.
But, my report is not complete. Our Church Extension Director, David Gundrum,
reminded me that I should check with Pastor Jim Wickstead at Valley Bible Fellowship
Church in LaGrangeville, New York. He sent me the relevant data.
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Our sanctuary was built in
1871. However, what
appears to be an addition
is actually the original
church which was a small
chapel built in 1824 about
2 miles up the road from
our present location. Skids
were fastened underneath
and it was dragged down
the road during the winter
of 1870-71 by horses or
oxen. The side was then
opened up and the
sanctuary added on in
Valley Bible Fellowship Church,
1871. Then the whole
LaGrangeville NY
thing was remodeled in
Victorian style to make it pleasing to the eye. This move was done at the
instigation of the community cemetery across the road so that they could have a
place to conduct funerals. They contributed $3,000 toward the building which
covered the entire cost of materials and labor.
So, according to the latest information available, the conclusion of the matter is that our
oldest building is Valley Church in LaGrange, New York. I do not suspect that those
who have been bumped from being king of the historical hill will fuss too much though I
suppose it would be nice to say that you have the oldest building in the denomination. If
you have any additional contributions to the question of our oldest facility, I will welcome
them. But until further information, if anyone asks me, I will tell them that Valley BFC in
New York has the distinction of meeting in our oldest facility.

Annotated Chronology of Our Early Foreign Missions Endeavors.
Richard Taylor
For several years, I have been reading and indexing the Gospel Banner, the publication
of our denomination. I began with the earliest edition in 1878 and have completed
1896. Several years ago we purchased a microfilm copy of the Banner that includes
1878 – 1952 when our ties with the larger denomination were officially severed. This
microfilm purchase was probably the most expensive investment the Historical
Committee ever made (we were significantly aided by the Mennonites Historians of
Eastern Pennsylvania who were able to order them at a discounted price.) This
investment was worth every penny in my mind because it has allowed us to gain
valuable data and insight into the life of our denomination and churches.
Creating this index is like a form of archaeology. Archaeologists dig through sites
where they think people may have lived. They find bits of potsherds and fragments of
4

items that tell something about the people who lived there when pieced together. I sort
through page after page of newsprint but find bits of notes and fragments of news which
when woven together tell a bigger story.
In the last couple years, I have been sifting through the 1890s editions. My conclusion
is that the 1890s were truly the roaring 90s for us. Our church had moved into a new
generation of leadership that was entrepreneurial and aggressive in outreach. Perhaps,
the key personality was William B. Musselman but other leaders were appearing.
Musselman’s brother, Harvey, and cousins William G. Gehman and Charles H. Brunner
were coming to the surface. With them were a number of women who comprised the
beginnings of the Gospel Workers Society.
The purpose of this article is to give some of the nuggets that began to appear
regarding our commitment to foreign missions. I use the phrase, foreign missions, even
though that phrase is believed by many today to be outdated or insufficient. In the
1890s, missions was home and foreign. That was the terminology. Home missions
happened in America. Foreign missions were in another land. Unless otherwise stated,
the information comes from the Gospel Banner.
1890
-November
Our story of foreign missions takes shape around Eusebius Hershey who left for Liberia
on November 1 of 1890. Since his story has been told, I will not go into any detail at
this point. (For the more detailed story, see In Seach of Eusebius Hershey, by Daniel
G. Ziegler. Available for purchase from the Historical Committee - $4.00)
1891
-May
The ministry of Eusebius Hershey ended with his death in Monrovia, Liberia on May 23.
(Unfortunately, the Gospel Banners of 1890 and 1891 are missing so we have no record
of news from the Gospel Banner for this significant event.)
1892
July 15 – A letter from John S. Washington, an African who worked with Hershey,
proposes that he send an African boy to America who could be trained and sent back to
Africa as a missionary.
September 1 – John Linden of Emmaus PA writes a letter entitled, “That African Boy.”
Linden supports the suggestion and offers to send $10.00.
September 15 – H. L. Weiss (whose name will return to this article as one of the second
wave of missionaries) offers his experience with Native Americans who desired that
good missionaries be sent to them [good people, not like the people in Washington –
their comment, not mine]. He supports sending a missionary. Weiss writes, “Bro.
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Hershey set a courageous and brave example, and I believe God wants the M. B.
Church to be alive and send more men.”
In the same issue, Peter Shupe of Coopersburg responds by suggesting with
what appears to be some passion it would be better to seek other ways. He writes,
“Since we have no one at present in Africa, had we not better hand that money to Bro.
A. B. Simpson, (like the Pa. Brethren) or Bro. Wm. Taylor, or someone else, and let it
work and brings souls to Christ by 1900?” [Note: This seems to indicate that a
connection between what became the Christian and Missionary Alliance already existed
by 1892.] Shupe continues, “Can’t Bro. Washington of Africa find a man, converted to
God full of the Holy Ghost, called of God for missionary work, able bodied, accustomed
to African climate, one who could without an interpreter, etc., and send him to work and
we help that man at once? If no such man or men could be found there, then would it
not be folly to send out more missionaries, and we had better turn to the heathen at our
doors. Your space is too valuable to add more.”
1893
June 20 – C. H. Brunner writes an article entitled, “The Culture of the Missionary Spirit
in the Sunday School
December 19 – R. D. Dreisbach reports on Sunday School Missionary Day.
1894
January 9 – W. B. Musselman writes, “Heathen Missionary.”
1895
January 8 – C. H. Brunner begins the use of Missionary Barrels.
September 10 – Mrs. C. H. Brunner writes an article on China. The same issue
contains a report from her husband, C. H., on Missionary Services at Graterford, PA.
1896
February 7 – Minutes of Annual Conference - Henry L. Weiss and his wife meet with the
Annual Conference. “Bro. Weiss said that the Lord had been calling for years and had
given him some experience among the Indians. They had been thoroughly considering
the subject, and now they are decided, and about ready to go to the foreign field to live,
labor, or die for the lost as God may choose.” The conference put them in probation
asking that they serve in the conference until the following fall.
The 1896 Year Book has a directory listing Foreign Missionaries:
Hershey, E., Monrovia, Africa, 1890. Died, 1891.
Sodaberg, F. Congo Africa, 1896.
Candidates for the Foreign Field, - Weiss, H. L. Weiss, Mrs. H. L.
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February 13 – [From 1897 Year
Book, report of Board of Foreign
Missions] “At its first meeting,
February 13, 1896, it pledged
$300.00 for the support of Fred.
Sodaberg, of Africa, for one year.”
March 17 – Letter from Jacob H.
Moyer refers to Henry Weiss in
Kansas as a missionary.
April 14 – C. H. Brunner writes
report “The Foreign Mission Work
in the Pa. Conference” He states,
“Among the most valuable reliable
and at the same time intensely
Henry and Kate Weiss and daughter with others
spiritual works written purely in the
interest of lost heathen are the following: “’Larger Outlooks on Missionary Lands’” by
Rev. A. B. Simpson.”
July 28 – Fred Soderberg is reported as a supported missionary. “The Pennsylvania
Conference have a foreign missionary whom they support. His work is in the Congo
Free State, West Africa. His address is Matade Congo Free State West Africa, care of
I. M. A. Mission.”
[Note: These last two notes show that our attachment to A. B. Simpson had become
quite strong. I. M. A. refers to the International Missionary Alliance which was part of a
merger that formed the Christian and Missionary Alliance. The suggestion of Peter
Shupe in 1892 that we send missionaries to A. B. Simpson was the route chosen. For
nearly 40 years, missionaries of the Pennsylvania Conference served under the
Christian and Missionary Alliance.]
November 10 – W. A. Cramer of the IMA (International Missionary Alliance) spoke at
the Erwinna Church pastored by R. D. Dreisbach.
November 17 – Announcement of the Pennsylvania branch of the Christian Alliance to
meet at the Zion U. B. Church in Reading. [Note: The Christian Alliance is the other
portion of the merger that formed the Christian and Missionary Alliance. The
announcement is further evidence of the growing attachment to the C & MA.]
December 5 – Letter of William Shantz, missionary to China. “I am glad to hear that the
Pa. Conference have taken a missionary in Africa. I know Mr. Soderberg well. He is a
Swede, a convert of the Gospel Tabernacle. I think the last year he worked at his trade
he gave almost enough to support a missionary. He went with me to the R. R. Station
when I left New York.” [Note: I have been unable to find any information about Fred
Sodaberg beyond this one note. He is no longer mentioned after 1897. No reason for
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his disappearance is given. I found only a
reference in Christian and Missionary
Alliance History and nothing from my
internet resources.]
December 21 - [From 1897 Year Book,
report of Board of Foreign Missions] – “At
its last meeting, December 21, 1896, it
accepted C. F. Snyder, H. L. Weiss, and
Mrs. H. L. Weiss as students of the New
York Missionary Training Institute, making
itself responsible for the tuition of one term
each, on condition that they go as
Calvin and Phoebe Snyder with son
missionaries under the International
Albert
Missionary Alliance on the first opportunity
or refund the money.”
December 22 – Article by H. L. Weiss, “Man in Torment.”
December 29 – Report that the Board of Foreign Missions will support C. F. Snyder and
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weiss.
Calvin F. Snyder and Henry and Kate Weiss became part of a second wave of
missionaries sent out by the Mennonite Brethren in Christ. In 1898, Rose Lambert was
added to the list to serve in an orphanage in Hadjin, Turkey. She came from the
Indiana conference but was strongly connected to the Pennsylvania Conference since
she was the granddaughter of William and Anna Gehman.
With C. F. Snyder and Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weiss, a second wave or generation of
foreign missionaries began. We will wait for another time for their story.

Summer – Time to Roll Out Mizpah
Grove Memories
There are still a number
among us who fondly remember
Mizpah Grove. Campmeeting was
a very significant part of the
connective tissue of our
denomination. For those who
attended, articles about Mizpah are
a reminder to pack and set out on

Tents - Mizpah Grove
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the trip to the grove, the good fellowship and the good preaching. I came across some
things in the archives that you may enjoy as you pack for your time at Mizpah.
MIZPAH GROVE CAMP MEETING REGULATIONS
(Adopted at a meeting of the General Camp Meeting Committee, November 27, 1961,
at Bethel Church, Allentown, Pa. Confidential for Pastors only)
1. The committee will pay a mayimum of 75¢ per hour for hired labor except in cases
otherwise approved by both committees. The following wage scale is; 18 years and
over, 75¢, 16-17 years, 60¢, 14-15, 50¢.
2. All Pastors bringing laborers to the Camp shall furnish the chairman with a written list
of their names and
ages. State law
prohibits the hiring of
laborers under 14
years of age.
3. All laborers shall
secure from the
chairman a work ticket
before beginning work.
At the end of each day
these tickets shall be
returned to the
chairman. Meals will be
free only to those
workers possessing
tickets.
4. All fares and labor
for Tuesday erecting
Auditorium - Mizpah Grove
shall be given free.
5. The erection of Camp shall begin at 9 a.m, DST Tuesday before the opening of the
first Camp. ALL PASTORS, INCLUDING CHURCH EXTENSION PASTORS shall report
for duty not later than 9 a.m. Tuesday and shall come prepared to stay until Thursday or
until the chairman shall deem the work sufficiently advanced.
6. The District Superintendents and Chairman of the first camp meeting shall be
responsible to arrange for preparatory work on the Monday prior to erection.
7. Each Camp Meeting Committee shall include in its budget a certain amount for the
use of the trucks as may be specified by the Board of Directors.
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8. The fares of the General Camp Meeting Committee shall be paid by their respective
Camp Meetings.
9. We urge each Pastor to give all possible local publicity to the Camp Meetings.
10. Each committee will pay a maximum of 2/3rds of the freight bills submitted by the
pastors.
11. We urgently request all Pastors including those working under Church Extension to
assist in breaking up camp and to stay until the work is completed to the satisfaction of
the chairman in charge. Only actual emergencies shall be considered an excuse for
requesting a release from this obligation.
12. No lay member shall be permitted to store any freight at the Camp Grove, not even
with the Pastor's name attached. Pastors may store freight only which is specifically
their own.
13. Assignments of tents by the First Camp shall not be binding upon the second Camp
Meeting.
14. The attention is called upon the resolution passed at the Annual Conference that
registration fee of $1.00 accompany each tent order.
PASSED: officers of the General Camp Meeting Committee... 11/27/61
MIZPAH GROVE
MORNING BIBLE HOUR
Second Division, 1960
GENERAL THEME: "THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN AND THE CHURCH"
Themes for the week;
Monday: The Commencement of the Church
- Pastor Russell T. Allen, Philadelphia
Tuesday: The Calling of the Church
- Pastor Donald B. Schaeffer, Allentown
Wednesday: The Commission of the Church
- Pastor Donald T. Kirkwood, Philadelphia
Thursday: The Constitution of the Church
- Pastor Willard E. Cassel, Easton
Friday: The Comforter of the Church
- Rev. Jansen E. Hartman, Berean Bible School
Saturday: The Consummation of the Church [see below]
- Pastor W. W. Hartman, Bethlehem
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THE CONSUMATION OF THE
CHURCH
Sat, July 25, 1960 - 10:10 a.m.
[W. W. Hartman]
Definition: To bring to completion
or to perfect.
Next to personal Salvation by
grace is the believers share in the
glory to come. 1 Pet. 5:10. The
hope of the believer and the
Church.
The Pastors' Dining Hall - Mizpah Grove
I- THE PERSONAL RETURN OF
THE LORD JESUS 1 Thess. 4:15-18: Acts 1:11
(a) The Lord’s own promises John 14:5. The Promise 2 Pet. 3, 4.
(b) The time of His coming, Rev. 22:20: Heb. 10:57: Rom. 16:20.
(c) The "Hope" and the "Appearing" 1 Thess. 1:10: Titus 2:13.
(d) The Manner of His coming
The Hope: to the air: As Son of God for His people
The Appearing To earth as Son of Man and King-to deliver
(e) The accompaniments of His return:
Shout - Voice of the
Archangel - The trump of God
II- THE SLEEPING SAINTS
RAISED AND THE LIVING
CHANGED
(a) The Lord’s Coming not
death- a contrast: Phil. 1:25 & 2
Cor. 5:4.
(b) Those who have fallen
asleep: 2 Cor. 5:8 R.V.,
(c) The resurrection of the dead
in Christ 1 Cor. 15:51,52.
(d) The resurrection of the body:
Luke 20:36 1 Cor. 15:43.
Concession Stand - Mizpah Grove
(e) The Living saints changed.
III- THE SAINTS IN GLORY 1 John 5:2.
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(a) The Father’s house Rev, 4:4,6.
(b) The Judgment-seat of Christ; 2 Cor. 5:10.
(e) The Marriage of the Lamb: 2 Cor. 11:2 & Rev. 19:8,9.
Notes (a) Last view of corrupted Christianity Rev. 17:4-6
(b) The heavenly and earthly relations
(c) The Last Word from throne,"Surely I come Quickly"
The next will be His shout of triumph.
(d) May the joyful response of our hearts ever be "COME, LORD JESUS"
The sands of time are sinking.
The dawn of heaven breaks:
The summer morn I've sighed for,
The fair, sweet morn awakes
Dark, dark hath been the midnight
But day-spring is at hand.
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel’s land.

The Bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear Bridegroom’s face;
I will not gaze at glory
But on my King of grace*
Not at the crown He giveth,
But on His pierced hand,
The Lamb is all the glory
In Immanuel’s land.

Pictures
Barry Kauffman showed me some pictures which he has had from his family. He
allowed me to borrow and scan some of the pictures from a photo album which
belonged to his paternal grandmother, Esther Wolf. She was born Esther Gehret. She
was first married to Horace Kauffman who served as a preacher until his death in the flu
epidemic of 1918. Esther and Horace had a son, Horace. Esther married N. H. Wolf,
another preacher. Horace, the son, was the father of Barry.
I thought you might enjoy seeing some of these pictures some of which I have never
seen.
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This picture shows O. S. Hillegass, William Gehman, and Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Taylor at a
camp meeting. I am not sure if it is Mizpah or another camp meeting. L. B. Taylor died
in 1911. Mizpah began in 1910.
The man at the left is identified simply as Rev.
Carmichael. I love the picture because of his hair and
attire. I have absolutely no information beyond his
name and what you see. He is clearly not a
Mennonite so who is he and why did Esther Gehret
have a picture of him? Pictures like this create
intriguing mysteries. If you have any clues, send them
my way.

This is an early camp meeting scene.
The date and place are uncertain at
this point.

This early picture of camp
meeting is labeled northside
circle tents.
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I thought I had seen all the posed pictures of the Gospel Heralds. We have a number in
our collection. Barry had a copy of one that was new to me. Of personal interest to him
is that his biological grandfather and step grandfather are both in the picture. I am
guessing this picture dates to 1916 – 1918. This picture catches my eye. Notice the
freshly strewn hay on the floor, the simple pulpit and the bare light bulbs. Horace
Kauffman is seated 3rd from right in the front row. N. H. Wolfe is also in the front row to
the right holding the banjo.

I welcome any thoughts, questions, information, and observations you might have to
offer.
Dick Taylor
723 South Providence Road
Wallingford PA 19086
Our web: BFCHistory.org
My email: retaylor723@gmail.com
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