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The 130th Conference of the Bible Fellowship Church was held last month. The readers of this
publication are much more alert than others and know that it is not really the 130th anniversary
but rather the 155th anniversary of the first conference. We actually began in 1858 but began
numbering our conferences in 1883 following a series of mergers. When we separated from the
larger church, we did not start renumbering and so it was and still is the 130th Conference. If you
are confused, my apologies to you.
For the last few years, I have written about the conference of 100 years ago with the idea that it
would be included in the yearbook. I will begin by sharing what I wrote this year.

The Way We Were
1913 – 2013
Richard Taylor
The gavel in the chairman’s hand struck
the podium. The conference began.
Whose hand held the gavel – Harvey B.
Musselman’s or Randall A. Grossman’s –
and was it 2013 or 1913? The gavel offers
no clue because the conference of 1913
began in the same way as the conference
of 2013. After one hundred years, some
things are no different and some things
are.
In 1913, when it was still called The
Annual Conference, the meetings were
held in the Reading Church. In those
days, various churches took turns hosting
the conference and providing hospitality.
It was special for a church. The heater
was filled with coal to assure that all was
warm and cozy if the air was chilly and the
building was damp. Church members
made sure the building sparkled. Nothing
would be half way or half done for their
guests.

Reading Church – 1913
C. H. Brunner (left) F. M. Hottel (center)
H. B. Mussselman (right)
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Prior to 1880, semi-annual conferences were held in the spring and the fall. After
1880, conference became an annual event. They met in the spring until 1901. In 1902,
conference began to meet in the fall (normally October) and continued to do so until
1995 when the meeting was moved to April. In 1969, conference was first held at
Pinebrook Bible Conference where everyone assembled in the white chapel for the
deliberations. Since 1969, all conference meetings have been held at Pinebrook Bible
Conference with the exception of 1977 and 1978 when the conference meetings were
held at Pinebrook Junior College in Coopersburg, Pennsylvania.
At 8:00am, Thursday, October 9, 1913, the 30th Annual Conference began. The
majority of men had come by train because the new-fangled automobiles were still a
curiosity. The pastors and some of the delegates had come the day before for the
Ministerial Convention which had begun on Wednesday at 9:15am. Their
accommodations were provided by the hospitality conscious people of Reading who
opened their homes to entertain the visiting “dignitaries.” In 2013, most of those who
attended what is now called the Bible Fellowship Conference traveled by car though a
few would actually need to travel by airplane, an unknown mode of transportation in
1913. They came on Monday afternoon to the Administration Building to be assigned a
room, get linens and take possession of a key. When they reached their designated
quarters, their suitcase or duffel was unpacked, beds were chosen and made, and
meeting materials were organized.
Brother Musselman,
chairman in 1913, looked out
over the faces of 20 pastors
and 19 delegates, 39 voting
members representing 29
churches and missions. A
few others had come to
watch. They all carried their
Bibles. The first three pews
were designated the
conference bar where voting
members would sit. The
basement was the
designated area for the
occasional private meeting
where things were discussed
Annual Conference Members - 1913
that others should not hear.
No one was allowed to leave the bar unless permission was granted by the chairman.
Only F. M. Hottel, pastor of the Reading Church, and William Schearer, the delegate,
were permitted to come and go. It was up to them to make sure that all the necessaries
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were provided and in place so they were allowed some freedom to come and go. In
2013, Brother Grossman faced a sea of faces. More than 150 men were there
representing 63 churches. Between those who came to help as pages to carry the
microphones and deliver notes and papers and those who came to watch, another 50
people were present to swell the number present to nearly 200. The voting members
sat at the tables which defined the conference bar. They had their reports either as
paper copies or digital images on their computer screens. They made room for their lap
tops and ipads and made sure they had the password to give them access to the wifi.
When they looked down at their cell phones, it was hard to determine if they were
sending a text message or reading their Bible. They were reminded to silence their cell
phones. They were ready to do business.
Of course, the first order of business was to spend time in the word and worship.
In 1913, they began by singing, “I Will Guide Thee With Mine Eyes.” If there was
musical accompaniment, a number of them would have been uncomfortable because
they still thought musical instruments like pianos and organs had no place in the church.
H. B. Musselman preached from Romans 12, “a very earnest address… concerning the
business before us.” And then the roll was called. In 2013, the pattern was followed
with different twists. The singing was led by a worship team comprised mostly of
pastors who played guitars, keyboards and drums whose sound was blended to provide
the musical support for this meaningful time of worship. Only a few wished we still used
the piano and organ and longed for some of the great hymns of praise that required a
hymn book instead of words projected on the screen in the front. An opening challenge
from God’s word got things underway in 2013. No change here. The word of God and
hearing it were still high priority matters and just as strong a priority 100 years later.
The meetings proceeded. The roll was called for pastors and delegates to
determine who was and who was not present. Absence was forbidden in 1913.
Absence could be excused in 2013 but only by permission of the Ministerial Credentials
Committee. One hundred years have not changed the expectation of attendance at
these significant meetings.
Reports were always on the agenda. In 2013, those reports were circulated with
the intention that they be read and digested prior to the conference. In 1913, all reports
were made orally. The idea of putting a paper into a machine and watching multiple
copies appear was science fiction in 1913. Later, these reports would show up in print
copies in the back of the 1913 Yearbook. In 1913, each pastor was expected to make a
report. The minutes of 1913 record, “These reports were very interesting and
encouraging. A large number were saved and baptized. Many were healed; some very
remarkable cases. The special offerings were larger than ever. The attendance at
nearly all places has been good. The Sunday Schools are in flourishing condition.
There is a very noticeable progress in the loyalty, devotion, and spiritual condition of the
classes in general.” These oral reports were thorough allowing the members to know
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how all the churches were doing. No similar reporting mechanism exists for the 2013
conference. It stretches the imagination to suppose that conference would sit patiently
while the 100 or so ministers told everyone what they had accomplished in the last year.
Those who long for the good old days apparently never sat through the oral reports of
the pastors in 1913.
When it was time to eat, the
men in the Reading Church in
October, 1913, moved to the
basement where tables had been
set and steaming dishes awaited
them. Some were uncomfortable
about eating in the church because
of the admonition to eat at home
which was connected to the Lord’s
Supper. In 2013, mealtimes meant
a leisurely walk toward Pinebrook’s
dining hall where waiting was on
the agenda until the door opened
and the hungry men were
Cooks and Waitresses - Reading 1913
beckoned in. In 1913, pastors
would have migrated to one side of the room where they would sit together. The pastor
/ layman distinction was pretty well defined in 1913 meaning the pastors did not always
mingle with their delegates. The delegates would have been very careful not to use
familiar first names when talking to a pastor. Normally, a pastor was known as Brother
so and so and occasionally his initials would be used, H. B. or W. G., but never ever a
first name. In 2013, pastors and delegates mingled pretty freely, referred to each other
by first names and even did a bit of bantering. But it would be hard to imagine meal
time conversations were any less pleasant. Theological matters often came up.
Sometimes, some intimate sharing of how things were going back home. Occasionally,
updates on family news would be shared and, what would have been viewed with horror
in 1913, a discussion of what was happening in the world of baseball which had been
rejuvenated by the coming of April and a new season.
In 1913, the men came prepared to stay for five days. Conference did not
adjourn until Monday when all the unfinished business would be completed. But, before
Monday came Sunday, the highlight of the Conference. What a day it was! The
Sunday School classes in the host church were taught by the other pastors. And the
church would be packed for the morning worship. After lunch, they would begin again
with special music by a quartet or two who had come for the occasion, another thrilling
message from God’s word, and the ordination of the men who had been approved. And
after supper, they came again for another feast of “fat things” as they would have
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referred to it. Yet another preacher and another message but they never seemed to get
enough of the good preaching. When it was done, they returned to their host homes and
another good night of sleep. On Monday, they wrapped it up and caught their train or
hitched up the buggy to return.
One hundred years ago, they asked a photographer to come and record their
meeting. They took a picture of the church in which they met. And then, the
participants posed outside the church. They could all be shown in one shot. They even
photographed the unsung heroes of the kitchen. You find their pictures in the 1913
Yearbook. In 2013, it was a bit more complex. A picture big enough to include all
would make their faces tiny specs. Scattered throughout the 2013 Yearbook are the
pictures of the participants gathered by regions.
We can look into the faces of the 1913 participants at Annual Conference and
feel their eyes looking back at us. From the picture they watch us. Some of what we do
in 2013 could not even be imagined by them and they would shake their heads in
wonder or confusion. But, some of what we do would lead to enthusiastic head nodding
and even a few “amens.”

Fellowship Community continues its expansion and growth. Several years ago, legal
connections between the Bible Fellowship Church and Fellowship Community were severed
allowing the two organizations to distance themselves from each other. My recollection is this
action was taken to protect the denomination from law suits which might endanger the fiscal
health of our churches. The distance became a bit bigger this year as a new bond issue required
that Bible Fellowship organizations not be housed at the facility. The 1913 and 1963 reports to
conference give you an indication of how far Fellowship Community has come.

The Eighth Annual Report of the Board
of Trustees of the Orphanage and
Home (1913)
The affairs of the Home and
Farm were again supervised H. B.
Musselman, E. N. Cassel and Allen M.
Gehman, who were elected as a Board
of Managers by the Board of Trustees.
These brethren did excellent service in
Original Home - Centre Valley PA
this capacity, faithfully overseeing all
matters relating to the work. The manager, Titus Hottel, has again during the past year,
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labored hard and has been faithful in every detail
of the work, laboring to the best interests of the
Home. Success has crowned his labors so that
along every branch the work is prospering.
Both the farmer, C. J. Kline, and the hired
man, William Moyer, have labored faithfully and
have been loyal and obedient to the manager.
The matron, Mrs. Kate Fairheller, was likewise
faithful in her duties in the Home and loyal and
obedient to the manager. Harmony prevailed
among the hands throughout and all have been
laboring together for the best interests of the
Home. All the hands have enjoyed good health
and seem to have good courage in the work.
The orphan boys, Elmer Arndt and Marvin
J. Huffman, have also been very obedient and
have proven a grand help in the work on the farm.
Our aged sisters in the Home, Louisa
Horlacher, Sarah Moll, Mary Steiner and Mary
Roberts, have been kept real well and are happy,
and delight themselves in the care and Christian
Kate Fairheller - Home Matron
fellowship of the Home.
In every respect
the blessings of the
Lord have been
manifest throughout
the year. Many of the
crops have been more
bountiful this year than
any year since we
have the farm, in spite
of the dry season. The
herd of cattle has been
on the increase and is
in a fine and
flourishing condition. The
Widows at Centre Valley Home - 1923
business affairs have
been moving along grandly and harmoniously. The Lord has led, helped and blessed
us.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HOME (1963)
The Bible Fellowship Church Home, Incorporated is located in the center of the
residential area of Nazareth, Pennsylvania. It is a Home for the aging with sheltered
care, and modern facilities and is approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Health.
The Board of Directors, consisting
of four laymen and eight ministers
of the Bible Fellowship Church, is
responsible for the management
and policies of the Home. The
Board met four times during the
year to transact the necessary
business.
The matron, Clara Messner,
and her assistant, Kathryn
Rosencranz, seek to meet the
needs of the guests for gracious
living during their "golden years"
Fine food is one of the Home's
Nazareth Home
trademarks and, in the dining room,
wholesome fellowship is blended with the tasty meals. The spacious, attractivelydecorated living room with its Hi-fi and television, make a pleasant center for Christian
fellowship. In this relaxed, comfortable atmosphere, six guests live in security,
happiness, and comfort.
The residents are Frances Fable, Mabel Mummy, Eliza Eyer, Martha Seifert, and
Alice Worley. Stella Kilpatrick of Bethlehem, Pa., was admitted on July 17, 1963.
The Board is very grateful to many of the Churches for the offerings received and
the Women's Missionary Societies for the following donations: groceries valued at
$378.74; household items valued at $13.46; linens valued at $115.12; and clothing
valued at $71.25.
We face the need of immediate expansion and are making plans to substantially
enlarge our available living space.
The Board is in process of acquiring a three-story brick building located at 7
South New Street, Nazareth, Pennsylvania. On the lot with a frontage of 275 feet and
depth of 290 feet, there is ample space for the addition of a new wing to the existing
building. The new structure will be 2 floors and basement of flameproof construction
with reinforced concrete, brick, and frame, and having elevator service.
In planning this expansion, we have constantly kept, in mind the necessity for
modern physical facilities. These are important in creating and maintaining a relaxed,
comfortable atmosphere, where security, contentment, and freedom from anxiety
prevail.
We are now in a position to consider the application of a limited number of
residents, and, a brochure has been prepared to help the aging plan for their remaining
years in a Christian setting. For information contact your pastor or write to the secretary
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in care of the Home, 38 S. New Street, Nazareth, Pennsylvania.

At the conference, someone asked me if we had ever had a church in Binghamton. I told him we
did. My answer brought some surprise. Do you remember the new churches of 50 years ago and
the men who pastored them? The 1963 report of the director of what had become known as the
Church Extension Department detailed the work as it was happening.

REPORT OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION DIRECTOR
[William A. Heffner]
October 14, 1963
"Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is [with] thee whithersoever thou
goest." Josh. 1:9
It is with a deep sense of gratitude to God for His faithfulness that we present our
fourth report to Annual Conference as Director of the Church Extension Department of
our church. In the dispensing of our responsibilities it again was necessary for us to
travel many miles to oversee the ten churches under our care. The Lord graciously
protected and gave traveling mercies as we rested on the promise of his Word to
Joshua ..." The Lord the God is with thee whithersoever thou goest."
In our report to Annual Conference last year we emphasized the "offensive
warfare" in which the church was engaged. As we continue to wage this battle, we
discern an increased diabolical opposition to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Never before
have we sensed so keenly the Church-militant facing a satanically-inspired guerilla
warfare, with all subtlety, its sniping, and its cloak-and-dagger tactics. Never before
have our pastors faced so much fifth-column maneuvering, which is producing
increased pressures within the ranks of the professing church.
Nevertheless — the foundation of God standeth sure, and all the devils of Hell
cannot destroy it. Upon this
foundation all the pastors of our
department have stood firmly
through another year. All have
remained faithful servants of
Jesus Christ and true to the
inspired Word of God.
A most gracious spirit of
cooperation and concern was
manifested by the Church
Extension Board at all of the
Board meetings throughout the
year. Many hours were spent in
prayer, planning, and
Belvedere Parsonage and Church (1968)
discussion relative to each of
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the testimonies under the Board's jurisdiction.
The Director wishes to express his sincere appreciation for the many kindnesses
extended by the Church Extension Board during the year. Also, the hospitality extended
by the Church Extension pastors and their families, as well as those serving conference
appointments, was deeply appreciated by the Director and his family.
BELVIDERE, NEW JERSEY
Although our Bible Fellowship Church has been in existence only two years in
this small New Jersey town, we have much to praise God for. Last year the conference
records showed a total of 9 members. This year's record will show a total of 29
members with a Sunday School average attendance of 49—a 30% increase. During the
year several were brought to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and 12 believers were
baptized. The congregation continues to meet in the Firehall auditorium, although plans
for their building program have now been completed. It is hoped that erection will
commence in the Spring of 1964. This year the congregation provided $1,620.00 for
their Pastor's support. Along with this generous provision, the congregation not only
paid all of its operating bills, but also paid back $3,500.00 to the Conference for their
part of the lot purchase.
For the third consecutive year our church sponsored a tent campaign in
Belvidere. Rev. Robert Brooks of Landrum, S.C., was the evangelist and was used of
God in reaching many children in the community by means of his gospel magic, as well
as preaching nightly to the adults on the topic "The Lordship of Christ." Pastor Richard
R. Ruth has labored diligently on this field, and has realized a measure of success in
reaching this needy community for Christ.
BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK
A tremendous physical metamorphosis has come to this our northern-most Bible
Fellowship Church. Central-city
Binghamton is experiencing a
drastic face-lifting, which has
resulted in projecting the physical
plant of our church there into
much greater prominence. The
congregation is presently
completing a $10,000.00 building
project which is providing a greatly
needed large Sunday School area
in the basement, an area for
nursery facilities, new lavatories, a
new exterior double stairway to
the main church entrance, a new
side entrance to the church
basement and a new hot-water
heating system for the entire
Binghamton - 1953
building. The men of the church
are to be commended for the many hundreds of hard work-hours given to this project.
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Thirty-eight believers comprise the church membership roll. Ninety-seven are
enrolled in the Sunday School with an average attendance of 70. It is expected that the
greatly expanded facilities will be a decided assist in the rapid development of the
educational efforts of the church.
During the month of August a successful D.V.B.S. was conducted with an
average attendance of 59.
Pastor David J. Watkins has faithfully served this congregation for the past 2
years. Although visible results have been limited, his faithfulness to the call of God and
the presentation of God's Word, coupled with a deep love for the people of God as well
as the unregenerate, has caused his ministry to be an effective tool in the Lord's hand.
During the year Pastor and Mrs. Watkins adopted a precious little baby girl which
has brought much joy to their home.
DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY
This congregation, under the faithful leadership of Pastor Ronald C. Mahurin, has
just concluded its first full
year of worship in their new
spacious sanctuary. The new
building, with its wonderful
facilities and attached
parsonage has proven to be
of inestimable value to the
cause of Christ here.
A strong evangelistic
program was developed
during the year resulting in
33 professed conversions. Of
these, only 11 were children.
An Evangelistic Crusade was
conducted by the Pocket
Testament League in the
month of August, headed by
well-known Evangelist Larry
Denville - 1962
McGuill. The Crusade was
preceded with an effective door-to-door canvass of all of Denville and Rockaway, N.J.
Three thousand gospel packets were distributed to individual homes. A total of 213
people visited our church for the first time during the Crusade, and the Offerings totalled
over $500.00. During the Crusade 16 accepted Christ as Saviour.
This endeavor was followed with the enrollment of 105 in a 6-day DVBS, with an
average attendance of 85.
With the establishing of a new envelope system, the offerings during the year
have revealed a generous increase. Foreign missions increased over $650.00; Pastors
Support increased over $500.00; total offerings increased over $2,500.00.
Pastor Mahurin has concluded his 4th year of faithful service on this field and
has, to a great extent, under God, been responsible for bringing the Denville work to the
degree of stability where, at this Annual Conference the Church Extension Board is
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recommending that we approve the request of the Denville Bible Fellowship Church to
become a conference appointment.
FINESVILLE, NEW JERSEY
Bruce A Ellingson was called upon at the beginning of the Conference Year to
supply the pulpit at Finesville. While still attending seminary in Philadelphia, Brother
Ellingson commuted for the first 6 months of the year and, although carrying a double
schedule, the work immediately showed some signs of revival.
During the year 12 professed Christ as Saviour. Definite signs of growth were
revealed in a willingness of some to assume responsibility. A youth fellowship has been
formed with about 10 attending regularly. During the summer an Evangelistic Crusade
was conducted with Pastor S. Clyde Robinson, of near-by Phillipsburg, as evangelist. In
June, 61 were enrolled in the D V B S which saw an average of 53 attending.
Financially God has wonderfully provided. At the beginning of the year this work
found itself 6 months in arrears in mortgage payments, - a total of $150.00. We are
happy to report that this year the Finesville folk not only made all their payments
promptly, but have virtually liquidated the previous year's debt as well. At present the
men of the church are renovating the large S.S. rooms on the first floor, which will
provide a new ceiling, new light fixtures, and painting of the walls.
Several new families have shown a real interest in this work recently, and it is our
expectation that this next year will be a year of real victory in Finesville.
Pastor Ellingson has worked and sacrificed in a most commendable manner,
revealing a real heart-love and concern for the fleck committed to his care.
MACUNGIE, PA.
A healthy trend toward greater stability is very evident as this work is analyzed.
The spiritual triumphs have been many, with obvious results. The attendances at all
services have shown a splendid increase which has had a good effect upon the
finances of the church.
Nine folks found Christ as Saviour during the year. Five followed the Lord in
baptism and 9 members were added to the fellowship. A weekly Bible Club enrolled 53
children with 35 average attendance. The W.M.S. recently organised. Several new
members were added to the Official Board through the recent election.
The extensive renovation project of last year at a cost of $4,500.00, has proven
to be a great blessing to our testimony in Macungie and we are happy to report that the
entire debt has already been liquidated. The offerings increased over $2,000.00 during
the year.
Pastor Donald R. Knauer has been a faithful steward of Jesus Christ during this
his second year of service at Macungie. He has labored diligently to meet the needs of
his people and has gained their sincere love and deep esteem as a man of God. The
trend at Macungie seems to prophesy great things ahead.
MILLER HEIGHTS, PA.
Pastor Harold C. Weaber was assigned to fill this charge at the last Annual
Conference. It has been his privilege to see a measure of blessing upon the Miller
Heights church in this initial year of his ministerial life. The 40 believers at this location
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have rallied to the cause of Christ, displaying a real burden for the community. A
willingness on the part of the leaders to visit and contact new families is a most
welcome relief from the usual!
Several were led to Christ during the year and six believers were baptized. A
successful D.V.B.S. was conducted in the month of June, enrolling 93 and producing an
average attendance of 82. As a result, 15 children were enrolled in the S.S. and many
new families were contacted. The S.S. with an average attendance for the year reported
at 55, saw an average of 62 during the difficult month of August. A youth department
was formed with 27 youth enrolled and an average of 22 attending.
After the major building project of last year, there was much to be done in
finishing the job this year. The men of the church are most diligent in their efforts to
make the house of God respectable and inviting. Recently pews were purchased and
installed in the sanctuary — a great addition to appearance and comfort.
MILLERSVILLE, PA.
In this religious but needy area of Lancaster County, stands a small but growing
Bible Fellowship Church.
Twenty-five members, under the
leadership of a faithful undershepherd, Pastor Robert Paul,
are united in their determination
to stabilize and develop this
testimony for our Lord. Many
new families have been
contacted and some are
faithfully attending the services
of the church. The congregation
unanimously agreed during the
year to purchase a spacious 3
1/2 acre lot on the edge of town,
and to immediately proceed with
Millersville - 1954
the erection of a parsonage. The
beautiful ranch style home is virtually completed at this writing, and will be formally
dedicated on Saturday, November 9th at 3 p.m., after which it will be occupied by the
pastor and his family. Through careful purchasing and many hours of donated labor by
pastor and people, although the parsonage evaluation will exceed $18,000.00, the cost
will be only approximately $12,000.00. A large open basement will temporarily provide
extra space for greatly needed S.S. area, Bible Clubs, and youth activities. It is hoped it
will not be too long before we shall see the House of God erected on this valuable lot
adjacent to the parsonage.
The services display a healthy growth, the last month's report showing an
average of 63 in S.S.; 61 in the morning service; and 44 in the evening service. The
financial support of the pastor has increased substantially.
A real impact is being made on this community and we believe this coming year
will be a most fruitful one.
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PARADISE, PA.
This has been a real year
of victory for our Paradise Bible
Fellowship Church. The present
41 members have been most
diligent in the cause of Christ and
have gratefully accepted the
godly leadership of their Pastor,
Leon K. Overpeck. Brother
Overpeck has been mightily used
of God as he faithfully
administered to the needs of his
flock.
During the year at least 10
professed Christ as Saviour.
Paradise - 1953
Several evangelistic outreaches
were most effective, such as the
New Life Crusade with Brother Earl Poysti, which saw an average nightly attendance of
120; the out-door lawn services each Sunday evening in August with an average
of 70 attending; a 2-week D.V.B.S. with attendance reaching as high as 150, with as
many as 28 teenagers attending the evening sessions; and 202 at the closing service of
the D.V.B.S. All this means souls are being reached with the gospel.
The S.S. averaged 115 during the year; morning service averaged 76; and the
evening service averaged 57. A weekly Bible Study Course, conducted prior to the
weekly prayer service, enrolled 11 adults.
The physical plant has also been improved, providing a fine parking lot storm
windows for the parsonage, and an $800.00 renovation of the second floor of the
garage to be used for S.S., youth activities, and prayer meetings.
Financially, God has bountifully provided. Missionary giving increased $175.00;
Pastor's Support increased $455.00; total giving increased over $2,100.00. Truly God
has done great things.
This congregation has
unanimously agreed to request
recognition as a conference
appointment, which request the Church
Extension department heartily approves.
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY
Pastor LeRoy J. Bickel has
concluded his second year of ministry
here. God has used his servant who has
proven sincere, zealous and faithful in
the Christian ministry. During the year 35
professed faith in Christ, 17 of these
during the Evangelistic Campaign held

Trenton - 1955
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during the month of May. An emphasis was placed upon home visitation, — where,
incidentally, most of these 17 found Christ, and then publicly acknowledged him in the
church.
The S.S. showed an increase of 12 over the previous year's average attendance.
Satan has been seriously testing the saints, endeavoring to destroy the unity of the
believers. His hatred for the unusual victories of the previous year, has been most
obvious. Nevertheless, Christ is causing the believers to triumph over him. The leaders
of the work have remained faithful to their responsibilities and are to be commended
and encouraged.
The new envelope system adopted, has proven a great asset. Foreign Missions
giving increased $350.00 during the year; Pastor's Support increased $230.00; and the
total income increased $750.00.
Pray for this work. The potential is great; the Devil is busy; but God is able!
WALNUTPORT, PA.
This work, in existence for many years, was assigned to the Church Extension
Department at last year's Annual Conference. Pastor M. Leslie Campbell assumed the
responsibility of leading this group of believers at that time. Real progress has been
seen in several areas — the S.S. increasing 13 in average attendance over the
preceding year, and the D.V.B.S. producing an all-time high of 72 average attendance.
110 filled the auditorium for the closing session.
An extensive renovation program has been accomplished, providing a pastor's
study in the church, new modern lavatory facilities and newly painted auditorium walls,
plus the installation of beautiful modern lighting fixtures. Most of this work was done by
the men of the church, keeping expenses at a minimum.
Pray for these dear believers as they continue to expect greater things from our
great God.
WERNERSVILLE, PA.
The Director met bi-weekly with a group of believers in this small community for 6
months for prayer and Bible studies, after which a 2-week tent campaign was held in the
center of town — not without opposition! More than 35 children professed faith in Christ
and were dealt with at the tent. Several adults also became Christians, some of whom
are worshipping with us regularly.
Services have continued to date in the V.F.W. hall on the main street of
Wernersville, under the direction of the Church Extension Director. Although we are
grateful for the privilege of a place to gather, the hall is not conducive to growth. It is the
desire of all concerned, to find another meeting place as soon as possible.
The Church Extension Board, at its last meeting, resolved to accept Wernersville
as a Church Extension appointment, to be supplied with a Pastor as soon as a man
becomes available. It is hoped that we will be able to assign a man to this new field at
this Conference. This, of course, would necessitate the securing of living quarters for a
Pastor and his family. Pray with us as we face this possible need.
A real debt of gratitude is hereby expressed to Pastor James G. Koch of our
Grace Bible Fellowship Church in Reading, Pa., who had the vision to see the need of
the Wernersville area, and who has willingly encouraged a number of his members who
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live near Wernersville, to become a permanent part of this new work. This spirit of
sacrifice we believe God will reward.
Services are being well attended, with several new Christian families casting their
lot with us. The morning program has an average of 55 for the first two Sundays in
October. The Evening Service averages about 45 in attendance; and approximately 30
attend the prayer service.
One more word of gratitude must be extended to Brother Jansen E. Hartman
who so graciously volunteered to conduct the Sunday Evening services from the
conclusion of the tent campaign to the present time. His ministry was deeply
appreciated by the Wernersville believers, as well as by the Director.

A thousand words are worth a picture. Okay, that sounds backwards. Barry Kauffman loaned
several pictures to me recently so I could scan them and have a digital copy of them. One of
them was a Sunday School Convention which were a very big deal at one point. Conventions
were held each year in each conference. One of the strengths of our denomination was its focus
on training. On the one hand, formal education was discouraged but learning and developing the
skills of ministry were encouraged and many people took advantage of them. The pastors met
for continued learning each year through the Ministerial Convention which was held at that point
in conjunction with the Annual Conference. The Sunday School Convention served a similar
purpose for Sunday School workers. At these conventions, papers were presented and discussion
encouraged.
I could read the sign board in the picture and saw the date of the convention, Wednesday, May
24, 1916. It only took a moment to find the report of the meeting. It is great to read the record
of what they did and then see the picture of those who attended.
It would be wonderful to be able to identify everyone in the picture. Some individuals are well
known. The ladies and their hats, while closest to the door, are very conspicuous. Laymen,
those not in “clerical garb” are also noticed. These are the men who had to give up a day of
work in order to attend this Wednesday meeting. The Gospel Heralds are on the front edges.
The instruments show that they were the worship leaders.
Another observation can be made about these group pictures. The people of prominence are
normally positioned at the center. In this picture, W. G. Gehman, with his arms crossed is at the
center. The pastors are behind and above him. Layman are scattered behind the pastors and the
ladies in the back. The Gospel Heralds are positioned to the side. I am not sure if they were
deliberately positioned this way or if they simply took these positions knowing the order of
things.
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(b) Mount Carmel District.
The Twenty-eighth Annual Sunday School Convention of the Mt. Carmel District
convened in the newly erected chapel of the Gospel Herald Society, on Race St., near
6th, Sunbury, Pa. on Wednesday, May the 24th, 1916.
The Presiding Elder, all the Ministers of the district, Leaders of the Gospel Herald
Society missions where there are Sunday Schools, Superintendents, Delegates and
Essayists were present. Also a number of others from the Bethlehem District and the
Gospel Society.
J. G. Shireman, of Stroudsburg, Pa., was Chairman of the Convention, and R. L.
Woodring, of Easton, Pa., recorded the Minutes.
The Chairman appointed the following Committees:
Committee on Statistics—W. W Zimmerman, E. C. Goucher and S. H.
Lichtenthaler.
Committee on Finance—G. F. Yost, V. H. Reinhart and R. Bergstresser
Committee on Publication—R. L. Woodring, C. E. Witt and G. F. Yost
Committee on ResoIutions—W. G. Gehman, H. A. Kauffman and N. H. Wolf
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Committee on Auditing—J. T. Anderson and W. R. Stengele
Time-keeper—J. B. Layne.
Reporter—L. D. Wesner.
The oral reports of the Superintendents from the various Sunday Schools were
very interesting and gratifying. Much improvement on all lines was reported. All
finances in good standing, and much satisfaction was expressed throughout the District
relative to the “Christian Life” helps published by the Union Gospel Printing Co., at
Cleveland, Ohio.
AFTERNOON MEETING.
After the opening of the afternoon meeting the different committees reported, and
the following essays were read, discussed and adopted.
"Proper and Efficient Sunday School Organization,” by C. Q. Miller, of Shamokin,
Pa.”
"The Need of Sunday School Work and Its Influences," by Mrs. J. G. Shireman,
of Stroudsburg, Pa.
These essays were very well prepared and read, showing much study and
thought for the promotion of Sunday School work. The discussions were wholesome
and practical.
A discussion on "The Home Department and Cradle Roll was opened by Pastor
G. F. Yost, of Mt. Carmel, Pa. Other discussions followed.
The questions in the question box were ably and practically answered by W. G.
Gehman and H. A. Kauffman.
The class at Sunbury entertained the convention most cordially under the noble
leadership of W. R. Stengele. No work nor sacrifice was spared. Ample refreshments
were served the convention members and friends in the basement of the church.
EVENING MEETING.
The evening services in charge of the Presiding Elder opened with a rousing open
air meeting on Market St., followed in the church with three fifteen-minute addresses:
“Christian Fervor," by Pastor R. Bergstresser, of Nazareth, Pa.
"Christian Literature," by Pastor R. L. Woodring, of Easton, Pa.
"Christian Home, Its Sacredness and Fruit," by Pastor J. G. Shireman, of
Stroudsburg, Pa.
The spacious chapel was well filled during the convention with eager and
interesting listeners.
The Gospel Heralds with their stringed instruments and grand singing proved a
great blessing to all.
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Statistics.
Sunday Schools Represented 12
Officers Enrolled
78
Teachers Enrolled 120
Scholars Enrolled 1095
Total Enrollment
1293
Report of the Treasurer.
Receipts.
May 25, 1915, Balance in Treasury from last year
Offerings for Convention

$8.81
121.98

Expenditures.
Expended at this Convention
May 24, 1916, Balance in Treasury

$104.89
25.90

$130.79

$130.79

Committee on Program: W. G. Gehman, J. G. Shireman and H. A. Kauffman.
J. G. Shireman, Chairman,
R. L. Woodring, Secretary,
G. F. Yost, Treasurer.

I do hope you enjoyed working your way through this material. I remind you that I am
always excited to receive your comments, memories, and questions.
If you would like to receive this publication electronically by email, please let me know.
Dick Taylor
Retaylor723@gmail.com
You can contact me by regular old mail at:
723 South Providence Road
Wallingford PA 19086
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