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I have just returned from our denominational meetings held at Pinebrook Bible
Conference. This is our 128th Conference. We used to call these meetings the Annual
Conference. Now, we call them the Bible Fellowship Church Conference. I know it is
confusing to point out that we have been meeting for 152 years but meeting for the
128th time. Folks like us are the only ones interested in such facts. History and tradition
hover around our denominational meetings. Most don’t realize it and a bunch don’t
care. I find myself almost constantly thinking about why we do certain things in a
certain way. Don’t get me wrong. History and tradition explain a lot of things but don’t
always help if we try to hold on and keep things the way they were. Change is the one
constant of life. And we have changed. I am of the opinion that we are better for the
changes we have made and know that more is to come.
I have written a summary of the 28th Annual Conference held in 1911. While it will be
included in the yearbook yet to be published, I will give you the first opportunity to go
back and hear a bit of what went on 100 years ago.

The Twenty-eighth Annual Conference
Richard E. Taylor
Pastor J. C. Roth arrived early to be
sure everything was in place and ready. The
churches he served would host the 28th
Annual Conference of the Mennonite Brethren
in Christ. He knew the door would soon open
and through it would come his fellow pastors
and delegates. Some would come by horse
and carriage. Some would arrive on the train
and walk the half mile distance to the church.
Some had arrived the day before and had
already enjoyed the host congregation’s
hospitality. At 8:00 a.m., on Thursday
morning, October 12, 1911, they all
converged at 618 Walnut Street in
Royersford, Pennsylvania where the
Mennonite Brethren in Christ Temple was

1

Royersford Church (Temple)

located.
The pastors had gathered on the day before for the
nd
22 Ministerial Convention. They listened to presentations
on “Loyalty” and
“The Church of Christ in These Perilous Days.” They
had enjoyed the time of praise and had thoroughly discussed
the topics. They were eager learners.
The Conference began as it usually did with some
singing followed by preaching from the chairman, H. B.
Musselman. They looked forward to these moments and
took delight in filling the meeting room with their booming
male voices and hearing a message from their leader. It was
routine but wonderful nonetheless. The bar was established
to include approximately 25 ordained men and 20 delegates.
When they were done with the opening, excuses were
received. W. B. Musselman asked to be excused because of
his duties at the Union Gospel Press. Lewis B. Taylor and
George A. Campbell asked to be excused for health reasons.
L. B. Taylor was one of the old men and no longer
active in the ministry. He had begun active ministry later in
Lewis B. Taylor
life at the age of 60 in 1894. He only served 6 years until
1900 but he was respected. His health had begun to fail.
G. A. Campbell was another veteran of the ministry. He had begun ministry at
age 42 in 1887 and served until 1906. He was a veteran of another sort. He did not
talk about it much but he had served in the Civil War. This
was not something his pacifist Mennonite brothers
appreciated. He had begun service in the 2nd
Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery which was remobilized as an
infantry unit. During an ill-fated attempt to capture
Richmond, he was captured and taken as a prisoner of war
to Salisbury, North Carolina, in September, 1864. During
an attempt at a mass escape in November of that year,
George had been shot in the leg. He was finally released
in February, 1865. During his convalescence at Annapolis,
George A. Campbell
Maryland, a nurse shared the gospel with him and he
trusted in Jesus. He had only served 6 months but his health was broken and he was
never the same. For the rest of his life, he struggled with the after effects of what was
then called catarrh, a respiratory weakness.
Both Taylor and Campbell would soon to answer another roll. Twelve days later,
Taylor died at age 77 on October 24, 1911. Thirty days later, Campbell joined him
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ending his days of warfare with poor health on November 11, 1911 at age 66. Both had
sent their regrets at not being able to join the brethren but at the time none knew the
shortness of their days.
The Conference moved through its early business. Much of it was routine but the
men were serious about the work. Committees were appointed. Minutes were
reviewed. Ministries were evaluated.
The Presiding Elders gave their reports. W. G. Gehman reported the purchase
of lots in Nazareth and Easton. Building work had begun. The Philadelphia Church at
11th and Ontario was now self-supporting. And the Camp Meeting at Shamokin had
been “glorious.” The more subdued H. B. Musselman reported that the Mizpah Camp
Meeting had been the biggest ever in only its second year, 153 and 165 tents. The last
week was “the most harmonious and glorious we ever held.”
Horace A. Kauffman was recommended for ordination. He surprised them all
later when he asked that it be postponed. He had “not had the privilege to prove his
ability as a pastor in the church according to the discipline.” The conference allowed
him to wait.
H. B. Musselman reported on his trip to Indiana where he went to represent the
Pennsylvania Conference at the Indiana Conference. Each of the scattered
conferences met each year and on occasion visited each other. They were now
preparing for the General Conference when the delegates of all the conferences met
together. They were scheduled to meet in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in 1912. The
Pennsylvania Conference was the larger of the conferences and had in years past
supplied pastors to the other conferences such as the three Lambert brothers who
relocated to the Midwest to fill pulpits there. Musselman noted “the promising young
men in their conference, who, if they devote all their time and talents to the work of the
Lord, shall be a great blessing to the work…” He also noted “that all their deliberations
were with freedom and he was shown due courtesy throughout the Conference…”
On Saturday morning, they were able to take up the request of the Royersford
Church to form a Laymen’s Benevolent Society. In earlier days, the church had been
opposed to insurance, specifically life insurance. To take an insurance policy was to
deny the Lord’s ability to provide. However, the pastors had been permitted to form a
Beneficiary Society for their needs. In 1899, they had organized to “aid those members
of the society who may need help on account of sickness or death.” Why should the
laymen not be permitted the same? The conference deliberated and finally gave
approval. The delegates present were unanimous in joining the society and promising
to encourage others at their churches to become a part as well.
The Conference decided to hold an open air meeting at 6:45 that evening at
Third and Main Streets. The fiery J. G. Shireman was to preach. All members of the
conference were to be present unless excused.
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Sunday brought a full day of activity. At 9:45am, H. B. Musselman preached a
“glorious” sermon. At 2:00pm, W. G. Gehman gave a “grand message.” At 6:45pm, a
song service began after which C. H. Brunner preached. It was reported that “the
evening service was also signally blessed of the Lord.” The Bethlehem Male Quartet
was a special addition to the afternoon and evening services. The church was filled to
the door. Many had come from the other churches in spite of the rain.
On Monday morning, the Conference returned to its work. They discussed the
several denominational publications they were publishing. They expressed appreciation
for the “noble work” of the Gospel Workers Society in the printing task. They noted that
the Gospel Banner “is being published on nice paper, with a clear type, and arranged in
very appropriate departments, with very good reading matter…” They recommended
the Gospel Messenger, which “is so beautifully and profusely and instructively illustrated
and so helpfully classified and the columns filled with very appropriate reading matter
for the various departments respectively,” be distributed in their Sunday Schools free of
charge.
On Monday afternoon, after thanking the pastor and members of the Royersford
and Spring City classes, they adjourned and went home. Some of the pastors were
returning for another year of ministry at the congregation they served. Some had been
reassigned to a new congregation which meant a week of packing and preparing to
move to a new town. But they would all take up the work for another year and were
prepared to continue until Jesus returns.

The minutes of 1911 show the creation of a Laymen’s Beneficiary Society. The
following is the text of their rules which was published
in 1911.

RULES AND REGULATIONS
OF THE
Laymen's Benevolent Society
OF THE
Pennsylvania Conference
OF THE
Mennonite Brethren in Christ
ALLENTOWN, PA.
The Searle & Dressier Printing Co., Inc.
1911
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
ARTICLE I.
Name
This Society shall be known as the “Laymen's benevolent Society of the
Pennsylvania Conference of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ.”
ARTICLE II.
Object
The object of this Society shall be to render assistance in case of death of its
members, thus complying with the Scriptural injunction to help our brethren of the
household of faith.
ARTICLE III.
Management
The financial management this Society shall in charge of a Board of Trustees
consisting of President, Secretary and Treasurer, elected annually from among the Laity
at the Annual Conference. This Board shall be under the supervision and direction of
the Presiding Elders.
ARTICLE IV.
Membership.
Members of the church and their children under their control and care shall be
eligible to membership in this Society.
ARTICLE V.
Contributions.
All members of this Society shall pay on entering the Society a contribution, according
to their age, as follows:
10 days old and under 15 years $1.50
15 years old and under 25 years $2.00
25 years old and under 35 years $2.50
35 years old and under 45 years $3.00
45 years old and under 55 years $4.00
55 years old and under 60 years $5.00
60 years old and under 65 years $6.50
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65 years old and under 70 years $8.00
70 years old and under 75 years $11.00
75 years old and under 80 years $15.00
80 years old and under 85 years $22.00
(This shall answer for the first year up to the next Annual Conference. )
After that they shall pay a regular annual contribution, according to their
respective ages, as stated above.
This shall be paid to the respective Pastors as soon as possible after the Annual
Conference and no later than December 15. This amount shall then be paid to the
Treasurer of the Society through the Secretary as soon as possible.
Whenever members are enrolled at any time during the year by the payment of
contributions as stated above, the pastor shall forward the name and contribution of
such to the Secretary of the Society at once.
ARTICLE VI.
Dismissal
In case a member of this Society fails to pay his or her contributions before
February 1st following the Annual Conference, after having been duly notified and
instructed by the Pastor, the Society shall regard such members as not desiring to
remain members of the Society any longer and upon information furnished the
Secretary by the Pastor in charge their names shall then be erased from the membership
roll of the Society.
ARTICLE VII.
Donations.
Upon the death of a member of the Society, donations shall be paid as follows:
Children ten days old and under eight years of age—$25.00.
Children eight years old and under fifteen years of age— $40.00.
Persons fifteen years old and above —$75.00.
In the case of the death any member of the Society the Pastor shall inform the
Secretary of the Society immediately, who shall then see that a donation is forwarded to
the Pastor at once as per above understanding.
ARTICLE VIII.
Duties—A. Pastors.
Each Pastor shall keep an accurate list of all the members of the Society on his
charge in a book with a correct account of their financial standing with the Society.
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B. President.
The President shall see that the rules of the Society are observed. He shall
furnish the Annual Conference with a statistical and financial report.
C. Secretary.
The Secretary shall keep a book in which are recorded all the names of the
members, together with the date of their birth, and date of admission into the Society,
and their financial standing with the Society.
He shall keep a correct account of all moneys received and paid out.
D. Treasurer
The Treasurer shall hold all moneys received for the use of the Society in trust for
the same. He shall not pay out any money unless per order signed by the President
and Secretary. He shall keep a correct account of the standing of the treasury in a book
furnished him by the Annual Conference.
ARTICLE IX.
The Executive Board of the Church shall act as counsel for the Society in all
questions not specified in these Rules and Regulations that may arise between Annual
Conferences. Also in matters of dissatisfaction or dispute that may at any time present
themselves.
ARTICLE X.
If for any reason one or more vacancies shall occur among the officers of the
Society during the year, the same shall be appointed by the Executive Board to serve
until the next Annual Conference.
ARTICLE XI
Special Contributions.
In case the contributions as stated in Article 5 shall be insufficient to meet the
demands for donations as stated in Article 7, the matter shall be referred to the next
Annual Conference. This Conference shall then have the authority to change the
specified amounts of contributions and donations, or make assessments, or otherwise
provide for the deficiency.
ARTICLE Xll.
Salaries.
No Pastor, officer or other person connected with this Society shall receive any
salary for their work in connection with the Society.
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ARTICLE XIII.
Expenses.
All expenses in connection with the work of the Board of Trustees, stationery,
postage, fares; messages and other necessary expenses shall be paid out of the Treasury.
ARTICLE XIV.
Revision and Amendments.
The Rules and Regulations of this Society shall be revised, changed or amended
only by a two-thirds vote of the Annual Conference.
I have been working on an index of articles in the Gospel Banner which relate to
the Pennsylvania Conference. I feel a bit like an archaeologist who digs up artifacts
which give us some idea of what was going on in past years. I am always looking for
things which help me understand what people cared about and what they thought. I
will share several reprints that I find very illuminating.

Those of you who can remember the Missionary Barrels will find this letter from
C. H. Brunner quite interesting.

Gospel Banner – January 8, 1895 – page 13
Royersford, Pa.
The “Missionary Day” in the Royersford Sunday School was a grand success. Quite a
number of the scholars gave appropriate recitations, some of which were very touching.
A number of missionary hymns were sung and touching remarks made. Very many
were moved to tears when the awfully neglected and destitute state of the heathen was
presented. At the close of the recitations a table was set out and the member of the
Sunday-school from the little tots to the grey-headed grand-fathers and grand-mothers
as well as unconverted visitors brought their offerings one after the other for the
heathen. Some time ago I suggested to the S. S. that a good plan would be to buy a little
wooden money barrels for each member of the S. S. and put in through the year for
Missionary Day as the Lord prospers them from time to time, or pledge a certain
number of pennies per week, as many children can more easily save $1.00 a year at the
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rate of two cent a week than 25cts. just a few
weeks before Missionary Day. So at our
missionary services a sister was deeply
impressed concerning this great work and
the Lord told her to supply the whole school
with barrels which she did. So we pasted
neat little labels over the cover joint of each
barrel with the names of the recipients thus:
FOR THE HEATHEN CHILDREN
From
Royersford S. S. 1895
Last Sunday we distributed them and the
children were very much pleased. Some
thought they could put in 7 cents a week,
and all at least 1 cent a week. I encourage
them to put their barrels on the mantle shelf
for their friends to examine and patronize.
A few told me they had already been quite
successful. Two other schools are going to
follow the same plan at one. Who will
follow the example of this sister for Jesus’
sake? Let us do what we can for the poor
heathen. This is not to include the heathen
mission collection to be taken up at the
harvest home services in the least. Yours for
Jesus,
C. H. Brunner

Missionary Bank - Mt Carmel - 1940s

Missionary Bank - South Allentown

We live at a time when health care is an issue for discussion. We have all sorts of
treatments available to us. As I understand it, it was in the early part of the 20th Century
that medicine moved from remedies to medication. Few of us, if any, remember that
time when folk medicine and herbal remedies were standard. We have many stories
about healings and physical restoration. We can only wonder what it was like to have a
serious illness and feel the desperation that grew as the illness got worse. Prayer
offered hope and at times the only hope. Lydia Oberholtzer, from Pennsylvania (her
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residence was not given), was sick but turned to the Lord. She wrote her story in
January, 1895.

Dear Editor and Readers of the Banner:- I am a reader of the Banner, and I feel to make
known what the Lord has done for me. Two years ago this winter I was sick the whole
winter. I had plural pneumonia and seemed to be near death’s door. I got better in
spring, but was not well. The doctor said I would get well when the summer came.
The summer came, and the time I thought to get well, I became ill again. I had great
pain in my back. I could not help myself and sometimes I could not walk. I got better
but could not work hard, and the least cold settled on my lungs. In October I took cold
and my lung was sore again. I was sick for six weeks, and had to cough very much day
and night, and sometimes I spit blood. I was sometimes too weak to talk. The Spirit
told me I could get well, but I thought it would take such a high standing. I could not
reach it. The trouble was, I was too proud, I did not want to humble myself. I thought
that oil could not help. I could just as well pray for myself. But glory to God I came to
the end. I sent for Eld. Wm. Gehman, and on Thursday Nov. 22nd, he and some of the
brethren and sisters came and he prayed and anointed me. The power of God went
through my whole body. Praise the Lord for a Savior that can heal us. I got well that
evening. Glory to God! I slept the whole night and did not cough and had no pain. On
Sunday morning I walked to Sunday-school and church, and was in the meeting every
evening when the weather was favorable. If we step out on the promise the Lord will to
make us well. I was converted when I was young, and four years ago I was sanctified.
Praise the Lord for such a wonderful Savior. I have given my soul and body to the
Lord. He is all in all to me. Pray for me that I may be faithful and may stand for the
Lord. Yours in Christ,
Lydia S. Oberholtzer, Pa.

In February, 1895, the minutes of the Ministerial Convention were printed. Few of the
pastors of the Pennsylvania had any kind of formal training. Most could read and write
and often displayed very sharp and keen intellect. Their desire to learn and grow is
demonstrated by their commitment to hold these conventions where they could learn
from each other. They were a kind of continuing education for them. These minutes
allow you to eavesdrop a bit on their conversations to hear what they were learning.
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Sixth Annual Ministerial Convention of Pa. Conference
The sixth Annual Ministerial Convention of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ of
Pa., convened in Faith Chapel, Reading, on January 31st 1895. Convention open by
reading the 76th Psalm and prayer by the chairman, M. A. Zyner.
An address of welcome was given by Eld. Geo. A. Campbell, pastor.
The proceedings of the last Annual Convention were read and received.
The following rules were adopted: -- (1) All persons are invited totake part in the
discussions of the subjest broght before the convention, in proper Christian order. (2)
The author of the essay however, shall not speak on the subject after the reading of the
essay, except by permission of the chairman. (3) No one shall be allowed to speak more
than five minutes on one subject. (4) All members othe Annual Conference shall be
members of this convention.
An essay on Church Courtesy was read by Eld. H. B. Mussleman. Received. Be
courteous 1 Pet. 3:8. Courtesy denotes charitableness or kindness exercised habitually.
The pastor should be courteous to all. Manifest a kind, loving disposition to all. He is
an embassador for Christ and should not shun to declare the whole will and counsel of
God, but still he is servant of all and should not forget the divine injunction, “Be
courteous.” The wide-awake pastor is at the door, at the close of the service, to shake
hands with everybody. The members should follow his example. Notice the people
you pass on the street. Live trustees are at the door to welcome the people into the
church, show them seats and make them feel welcome. The following queries were
discussed:1. Is it advisable to take our Sunday-schools into the wood and hold a religious
meeting with them if too inconvenient to attend camp-meeting? Both sides
were freely discussed. The dangers were revealed that are likely to be
incurred. As long as the internal state of the church is healthy, the pastor,
who ought to conduct the services, loyal to the church and discipline, good
might be done. If not, great evil may result. (For decision see Annual
Conference proceedings).
2. Is outside help in Revival Services beneficial? In cases where the pastors are
not qualified as revivalists, a stirring evangelists often necessary, and if his
doctrinal teaching does not conflict with the doctrine of the church, is
beneficial. Otherwise it is often detrimental. Great care is necessary.
3. Is it advisable to insure our Church Property? Discussed and referred to the
Annual Conference for decision.
Adjourned by singing and prayer, by Eld. Wm. Gehman.
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Second Session.
Opened by singing and prayer, by Eld. A. Strawn.
The minutes of the previous session were read and received.
Questions were answered by Eld. R. D. Dreisbach and O. S. Hillegass.
The following essays were then read, discussed and received.
“The relation of the Church to Politics,” by Eld. W. B. Musselman. Ordered to be
printed in the Gospel Banner and Panier. [Editor – see following]
“The relations between the Presiding Elder and the Ministers,” (German) by Eld.
Wm. Gehman. The Presiding elders shall see that the discipline is strictly enforced and
its authority upheld in the whole church. To this end he needs the co-operation of the
ministers. The preachers should esteem him, look up to him, stand by him. If he asks
the preachers concerning the state of the class, they shall be free and open-hearted to
him, as he is responsible for the faithful oversight of the whole church. New talk about
faults, etc., behind each other’s backs. He very much needs our prayers and sympathy.
If the above is not observed God may withhold all blessings.
“The best Methods to conduct Revival Meetings,” by evangelist Dora B. Rote.
Sanctification of the church is necessary to bring them into perfect working order. Josh.
3:5. Hindrances in the class must be removed. “Put away evil.” A burden for souls will
necessarily follow. Leaders to be pure, devoted, unselfish, possessing a sweet, lovely
spirit, firm for God. Faith and obedience absolutely necessary. Josh. 1:3; Mat. 13:8.
Sermons short, pointed definite. Ram’s horn with a clear sound more useful than silver
trumpet without definitiveness. A few touching incidents serviceable but it should not
be all stories. Appeal to the conscience with great earnestness. Don’t tear away
anything from the people unless you have something better to offer. Hymns to be
spiritual not all long meter either. Prayers short and to the point. Stirring invitation to
be given for salvation and holiness. Expect revivals in summer and winter. Insist on
altar services. Visiting the unsaved, especially the convicted, is necessary. Let no man
despise thy youth or sex.
Session closed by prayer, by Eld. W. B. Musselman.
Third Session
Opened by prayer by Eld. John Knauss.
Minutes of the last session were read and received.
Questions were answered by Eld. Wm. Gehman and Geo. A. Campbell.
The following essays were read, discussed and received:-
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The Evils of Church, Church Members’ and Pastors’ Indebtedness. By A. B.
Gehret.
One of the causes of church debts is the wasteful extravagance displayed by our
modern church architecture through pride, vain glory, or thorugh strife and contention.
Disloyalty to our discipline which prohibits building or dedication before the means are
provided. Unfaithfulness toward God. Wealth of Evangelical Christians of the U. S. in
1891 was estimated at $13,000,000,000. Increase of profit of Christians in same year,
$450,000,000. Church debts often call the criticism of the world, often lead people to use
unscriptural means to liquidate them, such as oyster suppers, dramas, shows, necktie
parties, etc. The true remedy is found in the following incident:- A young lady writes to
the N. Y. Tribune, and asks how she could raise some money for a small country
church, saying, “We had calico parties, sugar parties, fish ponds, mock post offices, and
the like. If you can suggest some new plan you will earn our sincere thanks.” The
answer was, “We recommend a revival of religion.” Indebtedness of pastors and
members is often a hindrance to the work of God. The Bible says, “Owe no man
anything.” “If a man know not how to rule his own house how shall he take care of the
church of God.” A consecrated minister will rather eat not butter than contract debts.
When his money is all gone he stops buying and trusts God. Installment schemes,
credit books, a curse.
Our Home Mission Work - Past, Present, and Future,” by Eld. C. H. Brunner.
The following officers were elected for the next Annual Convention.
A. B. Gehret, chairman
C. H. Brunner, secretary
Committee
C. H. Brunner
J. E. Fidler
H. B. Musselman
Resolved, That the next convention be held on the day previous to the next Annual
Conference and at the same place.
Resolved, That the committee shall meet six weeks before the convention to prepare a
programme.
Resolved, That the essay on “Church Courtesy,” by Eld. H. B Musselman, be printed in
the Gospel Banner.
Adjouned
M. A. Zyner, chairman C. H. Brunner, secretary.
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W. B. Musselman was probably characterized as a plain
speaker. He knew what he believed and proclaimed it.
His essay on politics raises issue we still are inclined to
discuss. For anyone hearing this essay, there was little
doubt about where he stood on the issue of politics. The
editor of the Gospel back pedaled just a bit by noting that
not everyone would share these convictions.

From The Gospel Banner, February 26, 1895, page 4
W. B. Musselman, 1896
The Relation of the Church to Politics
An Essay by Eld. W. B. Musselman read at the Pa. Ministerial Convention
There are a great many different opinions on the above subject, therefore we beg the
hearer to kindly bear with our limited knowledge of the same. Webster defines politics
as follows: 1. A body, politic. 2. Pertain to, or promoting a policy, especially a national
policy, well devised; adapted to its ends, whether right or wrong. 3. Sagacious in
promoting a policy, ingenious in devising and advancing a system of management
devoted to a scheme or system rather than to a principle, hence in a good sense, wise,
prudent, sagacious, and in a bad sense, artful unscrupulous, cunning.” In short
Webster says, “Politicalism is earnestness in party spirit.”
By “the church” in our subject we suppose the invisible church or body of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is mean or rather the “called out ones” or such who by the
Holy Ghost have been convicted of sin and by repentance toward God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ were regenerated or born again, and consequently are not of the
world even as Chris was not of the world, but “called out” of the world for His name.
Now, our subject calls for the relation between the “called out one” to a party, a
scheme, or ingenuity in devising and advancing a system of management devoted toa
scheme rather than to a principle or party spirit. The question “what relation,” refers
that there is an existing relations between the church and politics, but still, what
relation? In the first place we can not see that the church or “called out ones” are a
party of any political party any more than they are not of the world, since political
parties are only the world dissected – For the apostle says “that in Him there is neither
Jew nor Greek,” hence in reality all cease to be a part of a former party, rank, or any
relation to the world. The church is directly joined to Christ who is to be all to her, even
King of kings and Lord of lords.
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In the second place the church is changed in motive and “has set her affections
on things above.” Her purpose ought not to be to promote any national policy (even if
the policy is reformation) by forming an alliance with the world. Alliances with the
world were always the devil’s trap by which he beguiled the church. Neither is it the
office of the church to reform the world (might as well try to reform the devil) by trying
to unite herself with the world politically, to make an effort to compel the world to
cease from certain sins or to force reformation on man by forbidding or taking away
temptation instead of winning it to Christ. Might as well be speaking of killing the
devil or digging that tree out of the garden of Eden instead of getting men saved and
preserved by the Holy Ghost. 1000 men or a whole nation reformed by political
influence is nothing to be compared with one soul really converted to God and
preserved in Jesus Christ unto His coming.
In the next place, according to Webster, we find that politics is a scheme, either
right or wrong; yes he calls it party spirit. May God speed the time when the church
may be divorced from party spirit. Who can deny the fact that en every political party
the very principle of Christ is lacking. The very motive of such parties is to rule or reign
in this world by carnal weapons and compel all to be subject to their several rules and
laws, just as soon as they gain their desired end of many of its individuals to see office –
while it is truly directly against the Spirit of Christ to accept office, and one very strong
doctrinal point with Menno Simon, our reformer, who strongly opposed the accepting
of office in the which is a fundamental doctrine of the Mennonites throughout. Christ
Himself refused to be king of this world, neither did He act as “justice of the peace,” to
settle up an estate, when the job was offered to Him. O may the Lord save our ministry
from coveting positions of honor or from entangling themselves with secular affairs.
Again, our denomination publicly and privately denounces the very things with
which all political parties are more or less in league, such as pride, avarice, hatred,
slandering each other, desire for supremacy and power and popularity, and in short
they are in league with the world for the purpose of gaining a certain end, whether it
will be moral reform or a financial gain.
We will say further, that the devil’s trick always was to unite church and state,
Such is the dilemma of our foreign countries to a great extent, and some are perfectly
united. Catholics as well as some of the Protestants are seeking for that now in our
country.
No prophet, kind, or judge of old, ever got a permanent victory by forming an
alliance with the world but always through prayer, obedience and trust in the Almighty
Arm.
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The characteristic of papacy always has been the union of church and state or a
religion to dominate the civil government or power to further its own ends. In the reign
of Constantine A.D. 312-337 the church and state was united, out of which grew papacy
as it now is. The Emperor Constantine after embracing Christian faith, call a counsel A.
D. 235[?] forming decrees which were published and commanded to be observed by
political authority after which the church demanded the state to compel its subjects to
serve God. Is it God’s design to compel man to serve Him? Or does He win man by
love? It is not service so much as the delight to serve that God desires. There is not a
nation uinder the sun that recognizes Jesus Christ as Lord of lords, and the nations
never will until Christ comes. What relation has the church to nations who will not be
in relations with Christ? Should there be any desire of the church to be with or in
relation with such who deny our blessed Lord and Saviour? “All nations forget God.”
There has been a blasphemous effort made to secure an amendment to the constitution
of the United State top express their acknowledgement of Almighty God as source of
civil government and our Lord Jesus Christ as ruler of nations and thus unite or mix
church with politics or state of our country (which we refused to sign). We are fully
convinced that no nation will ever tolerate the name of Christ in the constitution until
the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ.
Would it not be blasphemy to yoke the name of Christ to a nation which like America
spend annually $900,000,000 for drink; $600,000,000 for tobacco; $25,000,000 for ostrich
feathers; $20,000,000 for chewing gum; $20,000,000 for kid gloves; and only $4,500,000
for missions, and thereby making a perfect hypocrite out of it.? It is not what a nation
professes so much as what it possesses. We men would not think of allowing anyone to
name our names only such whom we choose as our wives and they who have
consequently left all and united with us in holy matrimony. Even so Christ. “The Lord
knoweth them that are His and let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity.” As soon as the nations are the Lord’s and depart from iniquity then let
them name the name of Christ. And such who are the Lord’s let them recognize Him as
their King, Lord, Guide, Law and Protector, like Daniel, David, the apostles, and in case
we desire more protection, pray the Lord to give us such government which does
protect us, as He always has and even still does rule and overrule, and permit
everything through political powers as He has made known unto us through the
prophet Daniel, of all ruling powers thousands of years in advance and all foreordained
to the glory of His church. Paul recognized the government as of God whence
Christians were martyred, so did Job his calamities. Christ pronounced Pilate’s power
to condemn innocently a God-given power, even the crucifixion so ordained, as well as
Pharaoh of old who was also God’s instrument and Nebuchadnezzar God’s servant,
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still would not have been proper for an Israelite to join Pharaoh’s army. Still God was
gloried through Job, the crucifixion, and even Pharaoh, even so will God now who will
finally overthrow the nations of this world. We are lights and salt and lambs. The
church’s life is the light giving knowledge. The church’s power is the salt which saves
and preserves. The church’s nature, motive and purity is the Lamb – to suffer
innocently. There we would agree with Mr. Farr, with our Bro. F. W. Farr who says
“since the church is heavenly and for the age to come it can have no direct relation to
civil government since it is worldly and for this age.”
In conclusion, we would say that they relation of the church to politics (since the
world is in spiritual darkness) is 1. The church was light to the world in general and
she manifests her light by her separation from all party spirit in forming any alliance
with the world but solely leans on the arm of God for all until God exalts her with
Moses, David, Daniel, with all God’s chosen ones who were never elevated
permanently by political powers, but by God, and above all Christ in due time.
2. We find tumults, troubles, pestilences, etc., in the world which can not be
arrested by political powers. There the church or God’s representative on earth ought
to be the salt and show her exceeding power by faith in her Lord of lords and King of
kings who has all power over disease, pestilences, storms, etc., and consequently can
feed the poor in panic; heal the sick in times of pestilences, calm even nations tempests
and in every time of trouble prove to be an exceeding wisdom and power. In
Balthassar’s trouble Daniel was lost sight of in political ranks but was in trouble hunted
up again and made a blessing by his exceeding wisdom and made the very rulers
tremble. Let the church be salt and ever show forth her savor unto life to some, unto
death to others, and never stoop so low as to meddle with politics to gain an end. The
church is as a lamb amongst wolves. Therefore she should never be willing to devour,
but be willing to be devoured. Never seek ruling power here, but “be subjects to the
powers that be” not under the law but under grace. Therefore in no alliance with those
under the law in condemning and taking life, but with the Head of all grace who came
not to condemn, but to save and give life. To suffer with Him now and reign with Him
forever! Amen!

The following pamphlet outlining our position on government and war is undated.
I believe it is one of the later statements and may be from before World War 2. While
pacificism is part of our heritage, it was never high on the list of values we held.
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A Summary of the History and Faith
of the
Mennonite Brethren In Christ
Pennsylvania Conference
Relative to War and Military Service
In view of the present troubled state of unrest
in the world, with wars raging in various
countries of Europe and Asia, threatening the
peace and welfare of the people of the entire
world, we desire herewith to again set forth our
position relative to participation in war and
military service. It is not the intention of this
statement, to proclaim a new doctrine or belief,
but rather to re-affirm that which has been a well
defined policy of the Church since its beginning.
It is well known that the doctrine of non-resistance is not a mere theory, but a well
established principle for which many thousands of Mennonites and others of similar
faith have laid down their lives as martyrs in Europe during the past centuries.
Historical Sketch
Mennonite historians are inclined to trace the rise of the Mennonite Church to the
movement in Central Europe known as Anabaptism. Menno Simons is the
acknowledged leader and founder. He was born in 1496 in one of the provinces of
Holland. He was educated for the priesthood and assumed the duties of that office at
the age of twenty-eight. He was aroused by the murder of an Anabaptist in a
neighboring town. Being of an open and honest mind, he gradually became imbued
with evangelical principles. In 1536 he renounced his former church and cast his lot
with the Anabaptists. He was a man of great intellect and strong religious conviction.
These qualities were recognized by the Anabaptists and they at once made him a leader.
He traveled extensively throughout Holland and North Germany, preaching the Gospel
and founding churches.
As a sequel to the extensive and successful labors of Menno Simons, those who
accepted and embraced his teaching were called Mennonites. At this time special stress
was laid on the principles of non-resistance, warfare and capital punishment. The
personal views of Menno Simons on these principles, as well as the principles relating
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to separation of Church and State, religious tolerance, and objection to the oath, were all
in accord with the doctrines held by the Anabaptists. During the inquisition by Philip II
(1567) thousands of evangelicals were slain, among them were many Mennonites. They
were specially noted for their absolute refusal to bear arms even in self-defense. Being
honest, industrious, and thrifty, they became exceedingly prosperous and were
foremost in all sorts of benevolent work.
Mennonites stood for separation of Church and State at a time when no nation on
earth espoused that principle. In Europe they were hunted from one hiding place to
another, their leaders often having a price upon their head, though no crime save that of
devotion to God could be laid to their charge. The very magistrates who condemned
them to the dungeon and the stake testified that they lived exemplary lives, morally
above reproach.
From the very beginning the Mennonites were regarded as being different from other
folks. They were a peculiar people, and emphasizing as they did, their particular
doctrines, which were not popular, it is easy to see why trouble arose. From their
earliest days as a Church, dating back as far as 1525, the principle of non-resistance has
been an essential tenet of their creed, and has frequently been the cause of their coming
under the censure of the government under which they lived. It is no surprise therefore
to know that Mennonites looked forward with joyous anticipation for the freedom of
worship, and the deliverance from the curses and hatred which the New World held
out to them.
When William Penn offered religious liberty to all classes in his colony in America,
Mennonites in Germany and Holland accepted his invitation and migrated to
Pennsylvania by the thousands. The first permanent settlement made in Pennsylvania,
was in 1683 at Germantown. William Penn had met Mennonites earlier in Holland and
Germany, and he had many friends among them. From this early date on through the
succeeding years, it was the guarantee of religious liberty that has drawn these peace
loving people to this country.
The Mennonite Brethren in Christ is the outgrowth of unions with other religious
bodies dating back to the year 1869. The present name was adopted at a special
conference held at Jamton, Ohio, on December 27th, 1883.
Our Position as Related to War and Military Service
We regard the Articles on Civil Government and Self-Defense as contained in Articles
22 and 23 in our Discipline as adequately setting forth our views on this subject.
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Article XXII—"CIVIL GOVERNMENT."
"God ordained and instituted the civil government for the punishment of evil-doers
and for the protection and defense of the good. We pay willingly and cheerfully tribute
and customs demanded of us. We respect these powers with due loyalty, and we are
willing to be submissive, subjective, and obedient to their authority, so long as not
intruded upon in things which should militate against the supreme law and will of
God, and pray for their protection, prosperity and welfare, 'that we may lead a quiet
and peaceful life, in all godliness and honesty.'
"Romans 13:1-7—'Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt
thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise
of the same. For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be
subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this cause pay ye tribute
also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render
therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear
to whom fear; honor to whom honor.' (Matthew 17:27 and 1 Pet. 2:14)."
Article XXIII—"SELF-DEFENSE."
"Jesus has forbidden His disciples and followers all revenge and resistance, with the
divine injunction, 'Resist not evil,' and, 'My kingdom is not of this world; if My
kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight, but now is My kingdom not
from hence.'
"Christ's followers are denominated His sheep, whose nature is the direct opposite of
the wolf or lion. Christ, in His sufferings, has given us an example, and we should
follow His steps. 'He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.' We are commanded to 'recompense to
no man evil for evil,' and to cause grief or suffering to come upon no one; and if
required, for conscience' sake, at the Lord's bidding when persecuted in one place to
flee to another; and also to take the spoiling of your goods joyfully, for the Lord's sake,
'knowing that there is reserved for us in heaven a better and enduring substance.' "
Romans 12:17 'Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of
all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.' (Matthew
5:39-44; John 18:36; Hebrews 10:34)."
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Summary of Our Present Position
With the foregoing statement of our historical background, together with the reasons
for our belief in non-resistance, we would present the following conclusions as setting
forth our present position:
1. Our conviction on the doctrine of non-resistance remains unchanged. Should the
United States at some future date unhappily find itself again plunged into the throes of
war, we must be true to our God-given convictions and refuse to bear arms. We must
also refrain from serving under the military arm of the government, whether that be
designated either as combatant or non-combatant service.
2. We can have no part in the manufacture of implements and machinery necessary to
warfare, and shall not knowingly be engaged in work of this sort at any time.
3. We cannot conscientiously subscribe to any form of military training that might be
introduced into our schools and colleges.
4. We shall give ourselves to the spread of good will towards all men, by prayer and
whatever public acts we may be permitted to engage in. As lovers of peace we shall
seek at all times to refrain from engaging in any form of war propaganda or activity.
5. We regard the law of God as revealed in His Word as supreme, and shall with all
our powers seek to uphold its teaching both by precept and practice. Because we
consider the Word of God and its teaching as final, we dare not yield to any commands
that militate against the supreme law and will of God.
6. Since we are commanded to do good unto all men and manifest at all times and in
all places the spirit of Christ, we will be willing to aid in the relief of those who are in
need, distress or suffering, regardless of the danger that may be involved in the
discharge of such duties.
7. We are deeply grateful for the religious freedom that has been vouchsafed to us in
our Constitution, especially in the Bill of Rights. Our attitude towards our government
shall always be that of respect and loyalty. We shall give ourselves to prayer for those in
authority that we shall be permitted to continue to enjoy the courtesies and religious
freedom that have been our heritage under the Stars and Stripes.
Prepared by a Committee appointed by the Annual Conference
and published by order of the Executive Board.
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That’s probably enough reading for now. I will be glad if you share any question,
comments or memories that might be published.
Dick Taylor
723 South Providence Road
Wallingford PA 19086
Telephone and fax – 610-876-8725
Email – RETaylor723@gmail.com
Web – BFCHistory.org.

Camp Meeting - Reading?

22

