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At this time of the year, my mind starts to gear up for the next Bible Fellowship Church
Conference. Pastors, delegates, and people who are interested will gather at Pinebrook
Bible Conference. This year’s conference will be the 134th. Each year as I look ahead
to the coming conference, I enjoy looking back at the conference held 100 years ago.
The 34th Conference was held at Bethel Church in Allentown on October 11. Forty-six
were voting members which falls short of the nearly 160 members who were at the 2016
Conference. The Conference, as is normally the case, was filled with routine business
which was carried out in its normal efficient way. But, 1917 was a year with special
concerns and special attention.
A New Publication
The 1917 yearbook carried the report of a meeting held one month after the 1916
conference on page 61 in the miscellaneous material near the end of the book. What is
curious about this meeting in October is that no mention of beginning a new publication
was even referred to at the conference meeting in September. Even more interesting is
the fact the General Conference met in New Carlisle, Ohio, on October 11, 1916, with
no reference to a new publication or any indication of dissatisfaction with the old. It
would appear that that something occurred in the meantime or something had been
brewing that led the Pennsylvania Conference to begin Publication of what would be
called The Eastern Gospel Banner. The special meeting notes seem to indicate that the
Pennsylvania Conference was not in alignment with the rest of the denomination.
REPORT OF A SPECIAL MEETING
At a special meeting of all the Presiding Elders and Pastors of the
Pennsylvania Conference of the
Mennonite Brethren in Christ held
in Bethel M. B. C. Church,
Allentown, Pa., at 12 o'clock noon,
October 25, 1916, the subject of
the Gospel Banner was taken into
consideration.
After a lengthy discussion
the following statement was
accepted:
Due to supposed doctrinal
differences which during the past
apparently caused doubts and
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suspicions of an unpleasant nature, and with an endeavor to avoid further
troubles and misunderstandings along these lines it was considered advisable
to arrange for the publishing of a paper for the Pennsylvania Conference. The
following resolution was adopted:
Whereas, Six of the Annual Conferences have at the last General
Conference assumed the editing and publishing of the Gospel Banner, and,
Whereas, The General Conference has decided to reduce the Gospel
Banner to an eight-page weekly paper, and
Whereas, The Pennsylvania Conference upon their request have been
released from all financial responsibilities in connection therewith, therefore,
Resolved, That we, representing the Pennsylvania Conference, have
decided to make arrangements to publish the "Eastern Gospel Banner,"
assuming all financial responsibilities relative to the same.
The following proposition was favorably considered:
The Eastern Gospel Banner shall be published as a sixteen-page weekly,
fifty issues a year, for $1.50 a year, or $1.25 if paid in advance, beginning
January 1, 1917. The place of publication shall be announced later.
The following were elected for the ensuing year:
Editor, C. H. Brunner; Assistant Editors, W. S. Hottel, E. N. Cassel, E. E.
Kublic, H. K. Kratz, J. G. Shireman, B. Bryan Musselman and H. A. Kauffman.
All questions arising relative to the publishing: of the "Eastern Gospel
Banner" shall be referred to the Executive Board of the Pennsylvania
Conference.
H. B. Musselman, Chairman.
C. H. Brunner, Secretary.
The following are the introductory editor’s (C. H.
Brunner) comments explaining the appearance of this
new publication about six weeks after the meeting which
began the new work.
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This first issue of the Eastern Gospel Banner
is printed December 5, 1916, and dated January
4, 1917, an advance “Sample.” It gives a general
idea of what the paper is expected to be. All
present headings are only make-shifts. Without a
doubt there will be many minor changes in
arrangement in the future.
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C. H. Brunner
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This is Volume I. Number 1. of the Eastern Gospel Banner.
The Eastern Gospel Banner will retain the name Gospel Banner in honor
of the first and original Gospel Banner.
This is the method our "Methodist” friends have resorted to years ago.
Little could any one conceive the volume of influence the first and original
Christian Advocate has and still is exerting.
The writer was informed that there are now six Christian Advocates
under General Conference rule, and others such as the Pittsburg Christian
Advocate which are only Annual Conference organs. Yet all work to the same
end - the unity of the Spirit. There is no church which has grown like the M. E.
church. It has a world-wide influence. We sincerely hope and trust that there
may be many Gospel Banners representing Mennoniteism throughout this and
other countries if the Lord tarries, all working together with Him who loved us
and died for us, until He says, "Well done.”
This is the first issue of the Eastern Gospel Banner. It can not be called a
perfect, “Sample” of what the following issues are supposed to be. However, the
general make-up, the size, the number of pages, and the material all
foreshadow its expected future fairly well. Its actual constituency in sight is
comparatively small, yet we predict that each issue will contain a fair amount
of original and edifying reading matter. Elder C. H. Brunner, the editor, the
presiding elders, the staff of associate editors, and others, undoubtedly, will
feel at perfect liberty to freely voice their convictions in these columns.
[The Eastern Gospel Banner would be in publication until about 1924 when it became
more occasional and then was ended altogether. At that point, the Pennsylvania
Conference became included in the denomination wide Gospel Banner.]
The World At War
America was beginning to face what was then called the Great War. Our Anabaptist
roots had instilled an instinctive opposition to war. Ron Kohl and Jill Davidson reviewed
the history of our views in their 2012 paper entitled, From Pacifists to Patriots, (at the
BFC History web site, http://www.bfchistory.org/pacifists.pdf)
Apparently, the conference felt some urgency about the nation rushing toward war and
so held a couple of meetings in May and September prior to the Annual Conference in
October. I will quote the recorded decisions without the list of names that were
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signatories. You can see the full text at our website, www.BFCHistory.org under the
minutes of 1917.
May 14, 1917
A Special Session of the Pennsylvania Conference of the Mennonite Brethren in
Christ called by the Chairman of the last Annual Conference, Presiding Elder
H. B. Musselman, convened in Ebenezer Church, Bethehem, Pa., at 12 o'clock
noon, Monday, May 14, 1917.
The meeting was opened by the Chairman of the last Annual Conference H.
B. Musselman was then elected Chairman of this Special Session and C. H.
Brunner Secretary. The Chairman then read Psalm 75 and 76. This was
followed by a number of prayers. …
This was followed by an address by the Chairman, stating the circumstances
and causes leading to the call of this meeting.
The matter of our attitude relative to the militarism of the present day was
taken up and discussed at length, after which the following resolution was
adopted:
Resolved, That the Chairman appoint a committee of five to draw up some
statements re-asserting and explaining our position relative to militarism.
The Chair appointed C. H. Brunner, W. G. Gehman, J. G. Shireman, E. N.
Cassel and W. S. Hottel.
Business was suspended to give an opportunity for this committee to sit.
Business was soon after resumed again and the Committee submitted their
report, which, with a few changes, reads as follows:
We, the Committee appointed to draw up some statements explaining our
position relative to militarism, beg leave to report the following:
(1) We have always been regarding our Articles of Faith, numbers xxii and
xxiii in our Discipline as sufficient and final in substantiating our belief that for
us as Christians, war is wrong and conflicting with the dictates of our
conscience and the word of God.
(2) We have always believed and advocated that for a Christian to engage in
warfare is not in harmony with "the supreme law and will of God," and is,
therefore, wrong. (See Art. 22.) To compel a person to engage in warfare is,
therefore, to compel a person to act contrary to "the supreme law and will of
God."
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(3) We have always believed and agreed with the words of Jesus, the Son of
God, when He made the following declaration of defenselessness before Pilate,
the official representative of the Government of Rome: "My kingdom is not of
this world: if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants (Greek,
'officers' as in verses 3, 12, 18, 22 of this chapter) fight, that I should not be
delivered unto the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence." (John 18:36.)
(4) We believe that war causes grief and suffering to come upon many
innocent ones to an incalculable extent. Therefore, our policy is, and always
has been a policy opposed to warfare. This was proven by the fact that our
people were never allowed to take part in any previous wars, as for example,
the Rebellion and the Spanish-American War.
(5) We, therefore, declare that we are and always have been strongly
opposed to all warfare and do not approve of any of our members taking part in
any warfare.
(6) We also believe, as the New Testament declares, that "the powers that
be" are ordained of God (Rom. 13:1-8.) We willingly obey the duties and
responsibilities enjoined upon the Christians by the New Testament in their
attitude towards the Civil Government or "the powers that be" as follows:
1—That we pay the taxes, tributes and customs required (Matt. 22:19; Mark
12:14; Luke 20:22; Rom. 13:6,7.)
2—That we obey Magistrates and such who are in authority wherever it
does not conflict with the supreme law and will of God (Tit. 3:1.)
3—That we honor and respect our rulers (1 Pet. 2:13-17- Ex 22-28; Acts
23:5.)
4—That we pray for our rulers and such who are in authority this, in our
estimation, is our very important and effective obligation (1 Tim. 2:2.)…
Resolved, That the Chair appoint a Committee of five including himself, as
a Standing Committee to consider matters relative to the present war. The
Chair appointed C. H. Brunner, W. G. Gehman, W. S. Hottel, E. N. Cassel and
H. B. Musselman.
Resolved, That the carfares of the preachers and delegates and all other
expenses in connection with this meeting be paid by the various classes out of
the Trustees’ funds according to the membership reported at the last Annual
Conference.
September 6, 7, 1917
On September 6, 1917, at 1 P. M., the Committee appointed by the
Chairman of the Special Conference, met at the residence of the Presiding
Elder, H. B. Musselman- Bethlehem, Pa., and read communications and
information received from various sources. After a lengthy consideration this
Committee resolved to send W. G. Gehman and E. N. Cassel to meet a few of
other Mennonite bodies who had personal interviews with the highest military
authorities and report to this Committee at an early date.
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On the evening of September 7, 1917, this Committee met again at the
same place to hear the report of the brethren. At this meeting the brethren
submitted their oral report, whereupon a resolution was adopted to be
presented to all our ministers. It was here decided to call a meeting of all the
Presiding Elders and Pastors, of the Pennsylvania Conference to convene in
Bethel M. B. C. Church in Allentown, Pa., at 1 P. M., September 11, 1917, to
present the matter to them.
September 11, 1917
On September 11, 1917, upon the request of the Committee on Military
Affairs, all the Presiding Elders and Pastors of the Pennsylvania Conference
met in Bethel M. B. C. Church, Allentown, Pa., at 1 P. M….
Representatives of a number of non-resistant bodies, Mennonites and
others, have had an interview with General Crowder and Secretary of War,
Baker, at Washington, D. C., the following having been submitted to us:
1. That none of our brethren need serve in any capacity which violates their
creed and conscience.
2. When they are called, they should report at the place designated on their
notice.
3. From the place designated on their notice, they should go with others,
who are drafted and called, to the training camp.
4. Report to the army officers the Church to which they belong, and their
belief in its creed and principles.
5. This non-resistant position will place them in detention camps, where
they will be properly fed and cared for.
6. In these camps, they will not be uniformed nor drilled.
7. A list of service considered non-combatant will be offered, but they need
not accept any in violation of their consciences.
8. Those who can not accept any service, either combatant or noncombatant, will be assigned to some other service not under the military arm of
the government.
9. Our ministers will be allowed to visit the brethren at these camps and to
keep in touch with them.
10. Our ministers will be privileged to give this information and advice to
our brethren in private or in public meetings.
We have unanimously agreed to advise our brethren to state their position
on church, creed and principles to the army officers at mobilization camps.
We again encourage our brethren not to accept any service, either
combatant or non-combatant, under the military arm of the Government in
violation of their consciences and the creed or principles of the church.
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While our brethren will not be freed entirely, yet freed from serving the
military arm of the Government, we should be very grateful for the
consideration that the authorities have shown us.
May our church everywhere continue to send prayers to the Throne of Grace
in behalf of our young brethren in this trying hour and for those in authority so
“that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life.”
October 11, 1917 – The Annual Conference
Resolved, That the Committee on the War question continue indefinitely as
follows: H. B. Musselman, C. H. Brunner, W. G. Gehman, E. N. Cassel and W.
S. Hottel.
William Gehman and The 34th Annual Conference
No one knew that the Annual Conference of 1917 would be William Gehman’s last. He
died April 18, 1918. He had been at the beginning and had faithfully served his church
and seemed to enjoy being able to attend the conferences over the years. He was
venerated by those who had grown up under him. He had been there for the first
meeting when seven men gathered and made the decision that they would leave their
church to preach the gospel out in the highways and by-ways. They included a
resolution noting his presence and their
appreciation:
WHEREAS, Our aged brother,
Father William Gehman, has again
been spared to be in our midst at
this Conference, and,
WHEREAS, He has been so
remarkably preserved in health
and vigor, both physically and
mentally, so that he can yet take
an active part in the various
services, both in his home church
and at Camp-Meetings and other
gatherings, and,
WHEREAS, He still takes a
deep interest in the work of the
Lord, in all its various phases, and
is always willing to assist in
whatever way possible, to advance
the cause of Christ, therefore,
Resolved, That we enjoy his
presence among us, and also

William Gehman
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highly appreciate his deep and sincere interest manifested in the work of
the Lord, and further,
Resolved, That we pray God to continue His gracious blessings
upon him, and to keep him in His love waiting for the return of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Certainly the Conference expressed itself well. The Conference proceedings were
being covered by a reporter from the Allentown Democrat who filed his report in the
October 13, 1917 edition. His account adds a bit more color to the black and white
account in the minutes.
Officers Elected At The Conference
Interesting Feature of Day Was Address by Father Gehman
After roll-call the reading of the minutes and the adoption of various
committee reports, the pastors continued to submit their oral reports. In the
forenoon session of the conference, two applicants for the ministry gave the
nature of their call. They were Gospel Herald, W. F. Heffner, of Washington, N.
J., and Quarterly Conference Licensed Worker, A. G. Woodring, of Bethlehem.
The former was recommended by the president of the Gospel Herald Society,
while the latter was recommended by the Bethlehem congregation.
An interesting feature of the conference was an address by Rev. William
Gehman of Vera Cruz, who is known in the church as Father Gehman. When
it was announced that he would address the Conference, as he mounted the
platform all eyes were turned upon him. He said it afforded him abundant joy
that he was once more permitted to be at Conference and that he always looked
forward with great expectation to the time when Conference would convene.
He attended more than 70 conferences and was chairman of no less than
25 in these years. He has been connected with church work. In looking back
only 40 years, he said, he saw a great change in the church. He stated with
great emphasis that he would be ashamed, yea, that he would be committing a
sin if he would say that it was no better in the church now than at that time.
With a firm voice and great inspiration he said his heart rejoiced when he
looked at the noticeable progress in the Conference, in reference to Bible
teaching, separation from the world and its ways and fashions, and along
spiritual lines and real practical Christian living and service in general in these
years. He affirmed with deep emotion that the teaching and preach of the
church today was far in advance to that of those of by-gone days.
He declared with deep feeling, yes, well nigh with tears, that he will
remember[] when he was opposed, especially so at Conference, in the church
he was a member of years ago and, that because he believed and taught
regeneration and that it was possible to be freed from sin, as well as for
believing in and holding prayer meetings for the edification of believers, he was
put out of the church to which he then belonged.
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While our work had a small beginning he said, he was glad that he was
permitted to live to see it grow to what it today is. Although in his 91st year he
speaks without a tremor. No minister when facing an audience has more
interested hearers than the venerable Father Gehman has.
We can include in our look at 1917 some of the church news that appeared in the first
issues of the Eastern Gospel Banner.
January 18, 1917 – page 14
PASTORS
NAZARETH— PLAINFIELD, Pa.—It gives me joy to report for these places,
since the Lord has been graciously leading and blessing the work here. The
revivals both at Plainfield and Nazareth were well attended, by the members, as
well as by others.
Our presiding elder, W. G. Gehman, was with us one evening and
preached a very helpful message, which made good impressions.
The members of both classes, and also such who are no members yet,
but are friends to the work, stand by nobly in every way. The writer and family
were remembered by the classes with a very large donation, sometime before
Christmas, and on Christmas with a new purse containing a neat sum in cash.
God bless the givers.
Our courage has never been better and we love to labor with these people
at Nazareth and Plainfield. To Him be all the glory!
R. Bergstreser,
Pastor.
SHAMOKIN, Pa.—Since our last report, God has been revealing and
manifesting Himself to us. Surely our hearts rejoice as He is our companion,
carrying all our burdens, sharing our sorrows and joys. The class is going
forward, becoming, daily, more courageous to stand for Him who saved them,
and for the Truth of God which makes them free.
Our presiding elder, W. G. Gehman, was with us for four services on the
9th and 10th of December. Surely, the trumpet had no uncertain sound! His
messages, presence and fellowship were truly enjoyed by us and we heartily
say—God strengthen, sustain and encourage him to faithfully keep moving.
Christmas day brought its many enjoyable things, not the least of which
were the early morning song services held in various parts of the city for the
aged, sick, etc., in which forty-four of the class took part. Surely, it does our
hearts good to sing His praises!
Many of the class remembered the pastor's family, so that presents in
cash, eatables, wearing apparel, etc., were brought to us until we can say—
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never before had we such a, remembrance. We say—
God bless such a noble band of workers and we truly
desire to faithfully feed them, and not to withhold any
of the counsel of God.
On Christmas evening Brother Yost, from
Mount Carmel, gave us an inspiring message from the
Word.
Our determination is to faithfully press onward
and upward.
Dec. 27.
H. A. Kauffman, Pastor.
READING, Pa.—The dear Lord has been
graciously blessing the work at this place. The
services over Sunday and the prayer meetings of the
H. A. Kauffman
past week have been well attended. A husband and
wife besides another young man came forward in the Tuesday evening prayer
meeting, all gave evidence that the Lord had answered prayer.
Sunday evening before Christmas, as the services were about to come to
a close, we were given the greatest surprise of our life. A request was made
that the female quartette sing a selection. As they sang "Oh There's A Plenty,"
each one handed the writer a note. Before they were through the Sunday
School Superintendent, S. W. Heiser, handed him three more and some silver.
In a few remarks from the superintendent, he said it was a Christmas gift from
the members and friends of the class. It was certainly a great surprise, the
amount being so very large that it was almost beyond believing that it was for
us.
This Conference year has thus far been a most blessed one, the relation
and warm-heartedness of the dear people speaks for itself.
We mean to do all in our power for the advancement of the work. The
Lord is very good to us. Yours, W. J. Fretz, Pastor.
LEHIGHTON, Pa.—The Lord is leading the work at this place and we are
rejoicing in His goodness.
The meetings yesterday were owned and blessed of God. The attendance
was good, and the interest in the meetings show that God's faithful followers
are making progress along spiritual lines and have a mind to work, and help
push the work on to victory.
The early march Christmas morning was a grand success. A goodly
number of the members as well as some friends of the work were, on hand
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bright and early, cheerful and happy; and altogether we went forth to sing
God's praises through the streets of Lehighton.
Last evening (Sunday) a request was made for the trio to sing a hymn; so
they came up front to sing, and when they got about half through the hymn the
trio broke in pieces, some going one way and some another while one of them
walked up to the writer and presented him with a box, which, upon
investigation, was found to contain a neat sum, in silver, gold and greenback;
besides, a goodly number of other useful presents, among them being a motorwasher, were brought to the house. May God's blessing rest upon the cheerful
givers and may He enable us to make good returns in a spiritual way. Our
courage is good.
E. E. Kublic, Pastor.
LEHIGHTON, Pa.—The Lord is leading and blessing the work and guiding His
trusting children safely along the pathway of life, and is giving them victory
right along as they keep looking to Him. Our watch-night meeting was also
blessed of the Lord. It was interesting and helpful. The Spirit of God manifested
Himself in convicting power. Two souls (adults) came to the altar, confessed
their sins and were set free. To God be all the praise! We are trusting Him for
still greater things in the future.
E. E. Kublic, Pastor.
BETHLEHEM, Pa.—Dear "Banner" Readers: Greeting in the blessed name
of Jesus. This finds us still rejoicing in the Lord, and more firmly believing in
His Word than ever. The Lord has led forth the work at this place, so that
victory is ours right along. One young man was saved several weeks ago, on a
Sunday night. Some of the dear pilgrims are making very evident progress. The
dear pilgrims are standing by nobly, and can scarcely show their appreciation
of our services for God among them.
We were most kindly remembered by the Sunday School on Christmas,
with a liberal sum in cash. The Sunday School is making progress along
several lines. It is large in scope and influence, and is a marvelous missionary
agency. The force of officers and teachers are showing a hearty interest and are
seeking to advance the best interests of the school.
Our first Quarterly Meeting is now a thing of the past. Our beloved
presiding elder was used of the Lord in bringing to us messages fraught with
deep spiritual truths, power and inspiration. Hearts were touched and
impressions were made, which we believe are lasting.
Our courage is good and we are minded to stick to our mission and
message, until Jesus comes.
W. S. Hottel. Pastor.
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NORTHAMPTON, Pa.—To the readers of the "Eastern Gospel Banner." We
delight to let you know and hear how the Lord has led us in the past year, and
as His love, mercy and grace, have allowed us to cross over the threshold again
into the year 1917. We therefore, can again say, "Goodness and mercy have
followed us all the days of our life." The past is under the Blood. For the
present He supplies abundance of grace, and for the future He brightens the
faith and hope in His coming again for His own. We therefore have nothing to
keep us despondent in the least, so while the world is becoming a more
wearisome place for the child of God to abide, on account of its utter failure of
meeting God's approval in all that it says or does, we rejoice in the hope of His
coming again which may be very soon.
At this writing we are in the midst of our revival. The Lord is with us. A
few got saved and quite a number consecrated their lives to God. The devil is
thus defeated and the victory is ours through Jesus. We were graciously
remembered by the class on Christmas. The superintendent of the Sunday
School and the teachers were used by the class in presenting the pastor and
his wife with $20.00 in gold, and each of the children with a neat sum. This
was schemed by the superintendent and the teachers, and was presented in a
very unique and beautiful package. Our heart was touched with the gift. We
wish them all God's choicest blessing and a very prosperous year in the Lord.
Our watch-night services were also good. The Lord was present and
spoke to our hearts. We expect sinners to be born into the kingdom. Some of
the members were sick—they obeyed James 5:14-16, and were healed. To God
be all the glory!
We wish to add that the first and second edition of the "Eastern Gospel
Banner" has reached us, and we think it is fine in every respect, filled with
excellent food for the babe in Christ and the matured Christian as well. May
God be with the editor and publishers. Your brother by grace,
W. W. Zimmerman, Pastor.
SOUTH ALLENTOWN, Pa.—The Captain of the Lord's host is still in the
lead in South Allentown. The watch-night services on Sunday evening were
owned and blessed of the Lord. The attendance was good and the blessing of
the Lord was realized in various lines. This has been a very blessed year. The
people of God have a mind to work.
The church has been painted on the inside and outside, and other
repairs were made, costing considerable money. This has all been paid for. The
meeting-house is now in good shape, free of debt and there is a nice balance in
the treasury. The class has remembered their pastor on Christmas by giving
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him a very large cash present, besides other valuables for the family. We
sometimes wonder where it all comes from. The class has certainly been doing
very well and the Lord will surely reward them for all their sacrifice.
It is our desire to be a true and faithful pastor unto them.
E. N. Cassel, Pastor
Mt. Carmel,Pa. – “No good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly.”
Our first Quarterly Conference has passed
into history, but will not be soon forgotten. Our
presiding elder, W. G. Gehman, gave us three
glorious messages, which were encouraging,
comforting and strengthening to the inner man.
God bless our presiding elders for not withholding
the Truth but preaching it without fear or favor of
men!
We have indeed much to be thankful for
God’s favor to us. The work of the Lord at this
place is on the upward move and encouraging in
many respects. The pilgrims love to work for Jesus
and are active in His service. Pray for us.
Jan. 4
G. F. Yost

G. F. Yost

Allentown, Pa. – We just held our first Quarterly Conference for this
Conference year. The Lord has blessed us very much during this quarter. We
held a few weeks of revival meetings. The members attended remarkably well.
The Sunday School work is very encouraging. Our Quarterly Conference
services were glorious. The Lord set His seal upon them. The messages by our
esteemed presiding elder were very inspiring and helpful, especially on Sunday
morning. There was a very clear and forceful presentation of the privileges and
responsibilities of the children of God. There were tears of deep contrition
mingled with joy, flowing freely, as His Word was brought home to us by the
Holy Spirit. We pray that the Lord may spare him yet many years for the
church, should the Lord tarry.
The congregation here at Allentown is doing nobly. They stand by very
well. They pray, live and sacrifice for the work of the Lord. They have been
sending us lots of good things right along. Over the holidays especially, they
brought us many good things to eat and to wear, the best that can be found,
beside an envelope containing a large amount of money presented to us during
the Sunday afternoon service. These gifts speak much to us from loving,
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devoted hearts toward their unworthy servants. May He, the Giver of all good
and perfect gifts, abundantly reward and bless all the givers according to their
needs. We are determined to push on till He comes.
C. H. Brunner, Pastor
It is hard to know how C. H. Brunner could do as much as he did: pastor, editor of the
Easter Gospel Banner, serving on committees, secretary to conference and compiler of
the yearbook. He was able to include in the 1917 year book a history of Camp
Meetings. He also wrote similar histories in the 1928 year book. Here is his 1917
version of the history of camp meetings.
Camp Meetings are not a twentieth century innovation. According to the
Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclopedia, "The first Camp Meeting was held in
Kentucky on the banks of the Red River in 1799 by a few Methodist and
Presbyterian ministers. This
they continued for several years
in common when gradually the
Presbyterians withdrew….. Rev.
Lorenzo Dow, of Straffordshire,
an able Minister of Methodist
views though by some called
eccentric, first proposed Camp
Meetings in England m 1807.
William Clowes and Hugh
Bourne, two Methodists, were
so impressed with the
Camp Meeting - Probably Edgewood Grove
advantages of this style of
near Shamokin
services that they persisted in
holding them even after they were dis-approved by the Wesleyan Conference in
1807; for which they were finally expelled.
About the year 1856 or 1857 a little company of Christians among whom
was our venerable Father William Gehman, David Musselman, the grandfather
of one of our Presiding Elders, and Missionary Presiding Elder, and other s
belonging to a church located near Zionsville, Pa., were put out of Church
because they persisted in holding prayer meetings contrary to the orders of the
bishops.
This little band continued prayer meetings in their homes, built a church in
1858, held revival services in different places upon which churches sprung up
here and there.
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In August of 1879 a number of the pastors of these churches located at
Zionsville, Coopersburg, Quakertown and other places held several Grove
Meetings on Chestnut Hill, about two and a half miles west from Coopersburg.
These were well attended and encouraged them to hold a Camp Meeting next
year. There were four tents at this first Camp Meeting. These tents were made
of heavy muslin stretched over regular house-like frames with rafters and
doors. For many years nobody had floors in their tents; some brought some
straw along to put on the ground. There were no oil or gasoline stoves in those
days so the top plate of an old cook stove with one or two pieces of stove pipe
was secured and a stove was built back of the tent. The cooking on rainy days
during these early Camp Meeting times of course was not so elaborate as we
may well imagine, although this did not subtract in the least from the spiritual
feasting. A large tent was purchased to hold services under when it rained,
while rough planks constituted the seats in the open. As the need of a
permanent place became evident, Father William Gehman purchased the whole
grove and reserved it for this purpose as long as the Church desired it.
The only means of lighting the grove those days was with wick coal oil
torches and lanterns, which made a poor light but much smoke. Each tenter
hung his lantern in front of his tent and the Committee, consisting of laymen
appointed by the Conference, procured the torches, and soon after lanterns, to
furnish light for the audience.
The nearest store being over two miles
away, and no stand of any kind being
allowed on the ground, the tenters
brought everything along from home,
except that a butcher and a baker came to
the camp once a day. The number of tents
and the size of the congregations
increased very rapidly, people coming
from great distances, and as there were no
sleeping tents on the ground, one of our
deacons, Brother Milton Kauffman, living
on an adjoining farm, opened his whole
house, giving lodging to as many as forty
men and women at a time, while many of
the men slept in the barn on the hay and
straw.
These were the early days of our
Chestnut Hill Camp Meetings, which we
Milton Kauffman
shall never forget. Large gatherings, many
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thousands of people came on Sundays to enjoy these meetings. A very large
number of souls were saved and sanctified and many were healed. The
influences of the messages and invitations of our forefathers who have fallen
asleep have not died with them, for among the fruits of those Camp Meetings,
directly and indirectly, are Presiding Elders, ministers and faithful pillars of the
church. Many today yet remember the earnest faces of men like Eusebius
Hershey, Jonas Musselman, Abraham Kauffman, Abel Strawn, Stephen
Merritt, A. E. Funk, C. W. Ruth, A. C. Gabelein and others, besides many of the
ministering brethren of the other Conferences.
After Camp Meetings had been held here for eighteen successive summers
the grove was sold, the trees cut down, and when the writer visited the place
this summer a beautiful cornfield had taken its place. During the three last
years of the Chestnut Hill Camp Meeting, similar gatherings were held at other
places, and these, being easier of access, finally took the place of the former.
However many people will always remember the Chestnut Hill Camp Meetings
as the birthplace or mile stone of their spiritual life and a landmark of the
Church.
The advent of the trolley car and the automobile suggested to the minds of
the traction companies and other parties the idea of securing possession of all
the groves that were valuable and easy of access, and transform them into
pleasure parks and equip them with every imaginable kind of amusement.
Thus it became impossible to rent groves suitable for our large Camp Meeting
at accessible and suitable places at any price. And as we have always been
opposed to all those worldly amusements and regarded them as very dangerous
to Christians, young and old, we did not think it advisable to hold our Camp
Meetings at such places among such unhallowed surroundings.
Consequently the Executive Board went around the country looking for a
suitable place until after much time and consideration they secured the tract of
land now called “Mizpah Grove,” located in what is now the Fourteenth Ward of
the City of Allentown, Pa., for a permanent Camp Meeting grove. This was
purchased on May 2, 1910. This had been veritable jungle, and an immense
amount of time and labor was expended upon it until it became what it is now.
We thought at first it was too much to pay $500.00 an acre for such a
wilderness, but now we would have to pay $25.00 a foot and more for land
adjoining our property.
We have compiled an account of all our Camp Meetings to date on page 87 as
nearly correct as we could secure the data.
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1917 was a busy year but, other than the special concerns about the growing concern
for entering the war, it was similar to other years. You have had a look back to what
was happening 100 years ago.
As always, send your comments and questions. They are welcomed.
Dick Taylor
Retaylor723@gmail.com
3707 John Drive
Brookhaven PA 19015
From the 1917 Yearbook

Graterford Parsonage

Stroudsburg Parsonage
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