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I will begin with an apology (though I am really not sorry). I promised another article on
camp meetings, the next installment to be on Mizpah Grove. I have worked on it but as
sometimes happens, I get sidetracked. I will be looking at something and come across
something else which captures my attention. It may be a form of disability, a kind
historical predisposition to distraction. I thought I had better share these while they are
fresh.
I am still working on the camp meeting background and putting together the events of
the first week of Mizpah. It will come later. I would say I promise if I am not distracted
by another story.
The Rose of Sharon
1917 saw a special event which would be felt
in our (MBC) churches for decades. In that
year, our hymnal, The Rose of Sharon, was
published. I came across the report of the
event in our 1917 yearbook. As always, I
went looking for some of our musical
background and discovered some interesting
things. First, I will reprint the accounts I found
in the various histories that were published.
Then I will point out what was not recorded.
C. H. Brunner’s article gives a pretty thorough
review of the production of the hymnal and
some of the earlier hymnals which were used.
A number of these books are in our archives.
XVIII. Hymn Books
SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HYMN
BOOK COMMITTEE.
(From the 1917 Yearbook, page 69)
For a number of years we had been using
that excellent hymnbook "The Garden of
Spices.” Then a few of the brethren felt
1

the need of a larger hymnbook and so
started to have a few other hymnbooks
bound together with the Garden of
Spices. This soon grew into a larger
selection comprising The Garden of
Spices, Songs of Christian Service,
Songs of the Spirit, Gospel Hosannas,
Joyful Melodies and Songs of Praise
and Victory bound together in one
volume. This was a fine selection of
great range and variety and was used
with the general approval of the church
for about ten years, approximately
1800 copies having been issued.
For the last few years some of these
hymnbooks were out of print, of one of
them the plates had been destroyed, so
that we were unable in any way to
secure more of them. At the same time
our constantly increasing
congregations demanded more
hymnbooks and it became a problem what was to be done. For the last three
years we used that excellent new book called "Jesus Only Hymns." This being
only a small book our people were anxious for a larger hymnal again.
The Annual Conference held at Royersford, Pa., October 18, 1915, asked the
Chairman H. B. Musselman to appoint a committee of five including himself "to
arrange and compile a hymnal if they would, deem it advisable," the Annual
Conference to assume the financial part. This Committee consisted of W. G.
Gehman, C. H. Brnnner, J. E. Barrall, E. N. Cassel and H. B. Musselman.
This Committee investigated the matter, but owing to a number of difficulties
did not make much progress the first year and only submitted an oral report.
Soon after the Annual Conference however, encouraged and urged by the
brethren in the ministry, the Committee set to work on the actual compilation
of a Hymnal. The Committee soon learned that they had undertaken quite a
critical and difficult task.

2

This Committee held nineteen meetings since the last Annual Conference. We
examined and tried a large number of hymns, made selections, secured
copyrights of a few, and got permission to use a large number of the most
excellent and spiritual hymns in existence. Many of these were cheerfully given
to us for use in this Hymnal free of charge. For a number of others, some of
them of the most valued hymns we received permission to use for this Hymnal
for a money consideration, most of them a very nominal price. Some of these
hymns had never before been published in any book.

For the privilege of securing permission to use by far the greater number of
hymns without charge we were obliged to get the books printed at two different
places these publishers claiming to be unable to secure paper of the same
shade exactly.
Considering the exceedingly high price of paper, leather, cloth, plate work,
labor, etc., we think the price of $2.60 for the leather binding and $1.60 for the
buckram binding very reasonable when we take into account the large and
varied selections of the choicest and most spiritual hymns new and old, many
of which we first feared we would be unable to secure or the price would be
beyond our reach. Although the Committee realizes that they cannot claim
perfection for their compilation but yet they felt assured that our people could
feel that the book was well worth the money.
We thus compiled a Hymnal of about 750 choice Hymns with music and called
it "Rose of Sharon Hymns" and trust it will prove a great comfort and spiritual
uplift to our many people young and old in the home as well as in the public
services.
Through hard pressure and constant urging we had the first lot of books ready
for their introduction at the Bethlehem Division Camp Meeting in Mizpah
Grove, June 30, 1917.
Up to this date, September 27, 1917, 1966 have been bound, 1210 in leather
and 756 in buckram. Of these there have been sold to date 690 leather and
680 buckram besides 44 buckram given away for copyright permission.
The Committee wishes to express their appreciation to Rev. D. W. Myland, Prof.
Thoro Harris, Hall Mack Co., W.J. Kirkpatrick, Mrs. L. E. S. Kirkpatrick, Miss
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M. Turner and others for valuable assistance, and the use of a number of their
copyrights in this publication.
[Six of the 755 hymns in the Rose of Sharon were written by C. H. Brunner - 425
Beyond the Swelling Tide, 429 Jesus Thou Art Coming Soon, 435 Redeemed, 498
Come Thou Blessed Saviour, 502 We Shall Meet Again?, 508 Fellowship with Jesus]
J. A. Huffman wrote of hymn books in a brief account in his history of the MBC in 1920
in the chapter entitled, “Publishing Interests”
SONG BOOKS.
(From History of The Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church, J. A. Huffman, Editor in
Chief, published in 1920)
The effort toward the solution of the song book problem is almost as old
as that concerning a church periodical and a Discipline. At the first General
Conference of the United Mennonites, held in Blair, Ontario, in June, 1879, a
committee of three, composed of Solomon Eby, Daniel Brenneman, and
Benjamin Bowman, was elected to compile a suitable hymn book. The English
hymn book was ready by January 1, 1881, and contained about 600 pages
with 900 hymns, and sold for one dollar. The
German edition was ready about October, 1882. Thus hymn book publishing
was also assumed as a part of the publishing interests of the church.
By 1892 the hymn book was thought to need revision, and a committee,
composed of W. B. Musselman, D. Brenneman, and H. S. Hallman, was elected
for that purpose, with authority to proceed to publish. This was done in the
English language, and the book was called The Standard Church Hymnal.
It seems that the use of the Hymnal never became general. This called for
a resolution at the General Conference of 1896, as follows:
“Resolved, That the Standard Church Hymnal of our church, as compiled
by the committee of last General Conference, be used in all our regular English
church services."
A motion was made at the General Conference of 1900 to have a new
Hymnal, but was defeated. Since that date no church hymnal has been
published nor strongly advocated, possibly due to the persistency with which
music publishers have pushed their products. The Ontario, Michigan and
Canadian North West Conferences, however, jointly issued a Hymnal in 1907,
which was used quite generally in these conferences for a number of years.
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I believe we have no copy of the Standard Church Hymnal or if we do, I have not seen it
nor is it catalogued among our holdings. Of interest is the fact that the Rose of Sharon
is not mentioned even though it had been published three years earlier.
Everek Richard Storms included a couple of paragraphs about hymnals that may shed a
bit more light.
[From History of The United Missionary Church – Everek Richard Storms-1958]
For many years the Church was concerned with the problem of a suitable
hymn book. The only official book of this nature to be published, was printed at
Goshen in 1881, with a German edition being put out the following year.
Compiled by Daniel Brenneman, Solomon Eby,and Benjamin Bowman, it
contained six hundred pages with 834hymns (words only) and sold for one
dollar. The English edition later was revised and reprinted in Kitchener in 1893
and called "The Standard Church Hymnal."
The use of the hymnal never became general throughout the
denomination, however, even though the General Conference of 1896
recommended that it be used "in all our regular services." A motion was made
at the General Conference of 1900 to have a new hymn book, but was
defeated.
The hymnal was further revised, though, in 1907, and published jointly
by the Ontario, Michigan, and Canadian Northwest Districts. Containing 772
songs and hymns, with words and music, it was used quite extensively by
these three districts for several years. Since then no attempt has been made to
publish a church hymnal, probably due to the persistency with which music
publishers have promoted their products.
What I find interesting about these various accounts of our use and publication of
hymnals is that all seem to either ignore or be ignorant of what others were doing.
No one records the Pennsylvania publication of a hymnbook in 1887. W. B. Musselman
made his request to the Annual Conference of 1886. “William B. Musselman of
Reading asked permission of the Annual Conference for issuing a book of Revival
Songs to be printed at our own printing establishment providing printing can be done as
cheap as at other establishments.” (Verhandlungen, page 159). While the histories
make no note of this publication, apparently Musselman thought little or nothing of what
was already in print. So, his hymn book, The Ebenezer Hymnal: For Revival, Holiness,
Prayer, and Camp Meetings, was put into print. It was published in 1887 by the John J.
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Hood publishing company in Philadelphia. The
Ebenezer Hymnal contained both English and
German sections and its envisioned use was
contained in the title.
If we construct a time line scenario, 1881 saw the
publication of a hymnal in the Midwest. 1887 brought
the Ebenezer Hymnal in Pennsylvania. 1892
produced the Standard Church Hymnal which was
supposedly produced by the General Conference but
apparently never really caught on even with an
encouragement at the General Conference of 1896
for everyone to use it.
At the General Conferences of 1900, 1904 and 1920
requests to publish a hymn book were all rejected.
Apparently, no consensus could be found. In 1920,
the recommendation was for each conference to do
its own thing. However, the Pennsylvania
Conference had run ahead. They had already begun
their own publication work in 1915 so what was
decided in 1920 was beside the point. Had they
grown impatient and just gone ahead in some
insubordinate way having grown tired of inaction?
Could the silence of the various history tellers speak
of some sort of tension with regard to hymn
publication? If so, it does not show up in print. The
last installment in the saga was the 1928 General
Conference when the Canadian Conference again
requested a hymnal. The request was denied.
While stacking and storing our collection in the
archives at Whitehall, I came across a letter from W.
B. Musselman to his grandson, W. B. Musselman.
This letter is fascinating for the insights it gives into
one of our founding families. W. B., the elder, tells
W. B., the younger, about his upbringing and
background. The younger must have been trying to
think through some significant life decisions. The
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elder’s advice and background allow us to peek through a window at a German culture
family who was at the core of our beginning.
W. B. Musselman
45 Lincoln Street
Jersey City, New Jersey
May 29, 1936
Dear Friend and Brother Bruce,
We received a second communication. Under the circumstances we were glad to
hear from you. Any pressures are always strengthening to one
who is able to endure and receive them as from the Lord. A boy
who begins early, works daily, and carries burdens will be the
strongest boy.
Your grandfather worked early. At the age of seven he
fell down from the barn, from the overhead, throwing down hay
for his father, and landed on his head, and he knew nothing of
the world for three days, and so on, he went by work all along
the line.
When I was a young fellow I though[t] I could do
everything, and I had to be chased, and chased and chased all
the time, but at the age of seven and eight, a lot of little things
became my duty which a little “nuisance” like I had assumed.
W. Bruce Musselman
So very early in my life I endeavored to do a man’s work.
At about four years of age, on the farm, if I got a whole bushel
basket full of beans to shell, I sat at it all day long. I
never got tired at that time, and above all I didn’t have
any help. I had a sister next to me. She was sickly;
had nervous prostration, and I don’t know what,
consequently we were never company. My brother,
who is eight years younger was also somewhat sick,
and anyhow, he had such a different nature that we
were never company, so I had neither brother nor
sister; neither by age, for my sister Sally was, I think,
between ten and eleven years younger than I, so when
I was eleven or twelve, she was just born, and when I
was thirteen, or fourteen, or fifteen years of age, she
was very small.
W. B. Musselman
What added to me was, that when I was about
eight years of age, my father “gave out”, also. He was
in doctor’s hands, and from that time, I do not
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remember that he ever worked a day’s work. From then on, he had hired men until I
got to be eleven year’s old. Then we had some ten to twelve cows to feed, and all the
cattle all the winter long, but no hired man anymore. That time, all my father did in the
feeding, was, he put the oats into their trough, when it was carried there, or right at
hand. Two years later, at thirteen, we had no hired man on the farm, summer or winter,
but we did have between harvest and haymaking, a day laborer, who while I pitched
hay on my side and handled the team, another man pitched hay on the other side of the
load. This was some of my experience, but how good it was for me in the long run!
You might as well see God in everything. You are not the only one with this
experience, but everyone who has the experience have, and has been raised with sisters
altogether, I say, everyone, will show it. He will either become more boyish and
rougher, and have nothing for his sisters and go his way, or he will become more
tenderminded, sweeter natured and in many, very many ways, much like a woman
I knew a man – a young man; his name was “Sissy Boyd”! He was nice little boy,
and when he was six years old, he didn’t want to lose his curls. Well then, they left him
go to school with his curls. He went to school, and from six years on, irrespective of all
the teasing, he just minded his own business and went with his sisters. He had three or
four beautiful sisters and all he cared for was to be like his sisters. At the age of sixteen,
“Sissy Boyd” still wore his curls! He sat on the coal wagon with his long curls!
Everybody knew him, but everybody habitually called him “Sissy Boyd”. His sisters
were all fine young girls, but he was also a girl! When we closed the Mission at Jersey
Shore, Pennsylvania, near Williamsport, Pennsylvania, we lost sight of “Sissy Boyd”,
but in your case it wasn’t quite so bad! You still don’t wear curls! It is not sinful to be
like your sisters and agree with them, and be treasured by them, and still you are
treasured by even the two that we have here.
There is much passed through our mind in the last two, three, four and five
years, to which we didn’t give any vent, and among these thoughts were “How will
Bruce do, away from his sisters?” Since we have a few of your sisters, the thought still
came to our mind, but it also came “Can Bruce become independent, be a man, selfconfident, dignified, without going to his sisters, and letting his sisters know his bits of
trouble?” This letter was not pre-meditated; I just dictated it as it came into my mind,
and we have perfect confidence that the Lord will help you, but everybody has to be
somewhat a slave to past circumstances.
Personally, my experience has also been governed. My father, when I was
young, did pretty near all my thinking. I worked under him; he did not work, but he
managed me, and if I did anything, my father had his way, and he wanted his way
carried out to the letter, and so I didn’t think enough for myself on certain lines. All my
life I suffered from not doing my own independent thinking, and during my single life.
The result was, I found it out too late, but I surely endeavored to do my own thinking
afterwards, a little so much so, that I was “unhandy” for people to handle me, but I was
called to preach and I was advised by my parents rather, and this, and that. I believed it
and dropped it. They kind of calculated “H.B.” to be the preacher. After while, after I
was married, had prepared myself to make money, and all that, I came to my senses
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and decided to go through for God. Yes, to go through if it would tear the family, or
tear the universe, or if the Mennonite Church didn’t want me, I was then decided to go
through, and this I left everybody feel, and from there on I became independent.
I had my Call from God, and I wanted the leadings from God, and when I finally
became a preacher in the Mennonite Church, when I had pretty much in many lines
some experiences like my son Elvin. I had learned a good deal of God to be yielded, but
I didn’t quite put forth my convictions as plenteous as Elvin does. I was consecrated,
and I was willing to take any place, the hardest place, and every place, and all places,
irrespective of what the circumstances might be. The Lord had prepared me for that,
but my conviction was Missionary Work. I received credit where there was no Church,
no class, only ten members had moved together, and that was given to me, life or death,
without home mission support, no monthly support, only quarterly support, and I do
not wish to explain that further, but nobody ever asked whether I had anything to eat,
or slept like the foreigners.
Three years was the limit; then, they were all changed. Then I was put to
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, where twelve members were created at camp meeting; no
church either. Coming back to Reading, Fleetwood was stationed with Reading. At
Fleetwood there was a little church which had twenty-one members and rated at
$280.10. The first year at the Conference I requested Fleetwood to be cut off, so I could
get Reading together; that’s the way it went, but when I was stationed to Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, Coopersburg was with Bethlehem. That was a good plan. I preached in
Coopersburg every two weeks, and in Bethlehem every two weeks, but after I had
paved this way through for one year, I again appeared to have Coopersburg cut off and
Bethlehem only. The second year at Bethlehem I opened up three preaching places in
addition, name additions along Lehigh Valley Railroad, including Allentown; just
started to preach in a widow’s house with one single member. The second year at
Bethlehem being up, I was stationed to Bethlehem and Allentown. When the two years
in Bethlehem were up I was stationed at Allentown, and was there the next two years. I
never had anything but quarterly payments, neither at Reading, Bethlehem, or
Allentown. I never had monthly support. I now do not recollect that any Presiding
Elder, or anyone, ever asked me how I got along, or whether I had anything to eat. I left
a hemlock board church in Reading, and a pretty little church in Bethlehem, a small
church building in Allentown, and I was elected Presiding Elder.
By the way, after all, I made the point to date. I paid my honest debts, and to my
knowledge, do not know that we owe anybody, anything to date. And one thing is
sure, I put in all my time in the Ministry. We do not recollect having worked by the
day, or by the week, for anybody in all these times, these years, for a cent of pay. My
wife still stuck to me, and I rather believe God was in the entire matter; my life is made
up of failure from the beginning to end; I have only one thing to boast of, that is faith in
the Lord Jesus, and enduring what I went through without having hatred toward my
enemies. My earthly credit is not very great, but I have the blessedness of being
spiritually poor; of having sufficient meekness to receive something from God, and be
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an heir of Him sufficiently to live. I never had a big week, or a month’s salary
promised, but after all I have inherited the earth.
Bruce, lean upon God only. That doesn’t say you must be unmarried all your
life, but it does say that you as a preacher, ought to lean upon God; trust God only, the
rest of your life!
Yours sincerely,
Your Grandfather
[handwritten] Grandfather
Per E
WBM*AC
The last offering in this edition of historical meanderings is the gift of LeRoy Wilcox
whose research helps us know about some of those who served with us, in this case,
Paul T. Stengele, or as those who might recall, P. T. Stengele. LeRoy’s account once
again points out how families were interconnected throughout our church to the extent
you might be confused by who was who’s uncle or cousin. At any rate, meet P. T.
Stengele with thanks to LeRoy Wilcox for introducing him to us.
Paul T. Stengele
By LeRoy Wilcox
William Stengeley came to PA from Germany and settled near Egypt in Whitehall Township,
Lehigh County. He married Larenda Wright and one son, Franklin Jacob, born around 1862,
married Sophia Jane Weir on September 01, 1889. Sophia, born on August 01, 1860 in
Heidelberg Township, Lehigh County, was the daughter of Christian and Lusianna (Riedy)
Wehr. Christian was the son of Conrad and Susanna (Ebert) Wehr. Conrad’s father, Simon
George Wehr, was born in Heidelberg, Germany and interestingly, died in Heidelberg Township,
PA in 1828. Sophia attended the Kutztown Normal School (now Kutztown University) and
taught in schools in the northern part of Lehigh County. She died at home in Allentown on April
29, 1930. Franklin, born around 1861, changed the surname to Stengele and was employed by
the Bonney Die and Tool Works near Slatington. Around 1880 he lost his sight in one eye in an
ore explosion and lost sight in the other eye during an operation in 1934. Around 1905 he moved
to Allentown and he and Sophia became affiliated with our Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church
there, where Sophia became actively involved with the church. Franklin died on October 07,
1945 while visiting his son Paul who was serving as pastor of our Bethlehem church. Both
Franklin and Sophia are buried in the Grandview Cemetery in Allentown.
Seven children were born to Franklin and Sophia but two died young. The first child was
Webster Revere, born on November 19, 1890 in northern Lehigh County. On November 30,
1911, he was married to Ferol Whitesell at Allentown by William S. Hottel. Ferol was the
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daughter of Harry Orlando and Sallie (Hertzog) Whitesell, who were married on December 26,
1891. Sallie died on November 23, 1940 and he was then married to a widow, Lizzie Wentz nee
Yeahl, on December 24, 1943 by B. Bryan Musselman. She had married Charles O. Wenz on
July 11, 1895 but he died on November 24, 1940. Two sons of that marriage, Albert and Paul
Wentz, became prominent laymen in our Conference. Webster became a Gospel Herald Worker
and baptized a new convert named Maurice Hartzell who later was married to Blanche Gehman
by William F. Heffner, pastor of our Quakertown church. They settled in Philadelphia and
became active in our church there. They later moved to Chester and convinced William G.
Gehman, head of the Gospel Heralds, to begin a new work in Chester. Webster appears to be the
first Gospel Herald worker to begin service there and a large tent was erected. The tent meetings
were successful and a church was established. Later the church moved out of Chester and today
it is our Wallingford church. A daughter, Grace Roselena, born in Harrisburg on November 11,
1921, worked for a time at Union Gospel Press as an illustrator and later worked in Bethlehem,
PA as a commercial artist. She was married to Richard Bleiler on June 13, 1993 by B. Bryan
Musselman at Allentown and later became an active member of the First Presbyterian Church in
Bethlehem, where she served as director of the Children’s Bible Club. She died on December 06,
1943 and is buried at Memorial Park in Bethlehem. A son of Webster and Ferol, Roland, born on
February 24, 1924 in Philadelphia, was married to Adele Oliff by Franklin Hottel in Allentown
on July 27, 1946. Living in Allentown, they had three sons but sadly two died in 1955. One
account states that a shed caught fire but was quickly extinguished. The firemen then broke the
lock and entered to ensure the fire was out. Inside they found the bodies of the two Stengele
boys, William and David, sitting against the wall and determined that they had been murdered
and placed in the shed, the fire having been set to cover the crime. There was no evidence of a
break-in. A company owned the shed and only the head of the company and two employees had
the keys. Apparently the murders were never solved. Another account, however, states that the
boys broke into the shed and played with matches, setting the shed afire, and died in the blaze.
Strange how different newspapers give different accounts. The third son, Dale, born in 1948 in
Allentown, married Virginia Harlow. He had become a heavy drinker but a friend invited him to
attend the Lehigh Valley Baptist Church in Emmaus and after attending for a year gave his life to
Christ. He testified that God took away his desire for drinking and he became an avid Christian.
His wife was also converted. He died on December 24, 2014 and was buried at Indiantown Gap
National Cemetery, having served in the Marines. Roland, a veteran of World War II, died on
June 30, 2004. He also was member of Lehigh Valley Baptist Church and was buried at
Indiantown Gap. It appears he affiliated with the church due to his son’s involvement there. His
wife, Adele, had divorced him in the early 1950’s and remarried. Webster, after working for 15
years in the Gospel Herald Society, returned to secular employment in the Lehigh Valley and
died of a heart attack on November 07, 1955 while unloading a truck in Allentown. Ferol died on
February 21, 1979 in Bethlehem in the home of her daughter, Grace. Both Webster and Ferol
were active members of our Bethel Church in Allentown.
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Ruth, born on February 12, 1892 joined the Gospel Worker Society. She died in Cleveland, OH
on January 04, 1978 while employed by Union Gospel Press and is buried in the Brooklyn
Heights Cemetery there.
Ralph Raymond, born on June 24, 1893, was married to Arsula Jane Heist on August 02, 1917 in
Allentown. Arsula was the daughter of Horace and Hannah (Gehman) Heist, Hannah being the
daughter of William and Anna Gehman. Many of the Heist family were active members of our
churches at Zionsville and Emmaus. Ralph died on May 24, 1949 and Arsula died on December
13, 1976, a member of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church in Allentown. A son,
Kermit Timothy, born on May 12, 1918 in Allentown, married Gladys Leh Hale in Allentown on
June 24, 1950 but was not married by one of our pastors. He was employed as a cabinet maker at
Allen Organ Company and was an active member of our Cedar Crest church. He had also served
as a deacon, chorus member and Sunday School teacher at our former Bethel Church in
Allentown. Gladys, a graduate of the Allentown School of the Open Bible, was also the head of
the children’s division of the Lehigh County Sunday School Association. She died on March 01,
2002 and was a member of Saint Matthew’s Congregational Church. Both are buried at the
Grandview Cemetery. A daughter of Ralph and Arsula, Verna Mae, born on June 09, 1921, was
a member of our Bethel church in Allentown and died on May 05, 1976 in Emmaus. Another
son, Laird, born in Allentown on February 19, 1923, was married to Mary Ann Ratcliffe on
August 07, 1948. They served as missionaries in India for 35 years after which they lived in
Allentown and were active members of our Cedar Crest church. Laird died on April 20, 1996 and
is buried in our Zionsville Cemetery. The third son of Ralph and Arsula, Lyell, born June 24,
1924, was married to Violet DeLong on August 18, 1950 by C. Leslie Miller and worked as a
machinist. Charter members of Trinity Baptist Church in Dorneyville, near Allentown, he died at
home on December 17, 2016 and is buried in the Grandview Cemetery. The last son, John
Millard, born on October 28, 1927, became a teacher who also coached basketball and baseball.
A 1951 graduate of Moravian College, he had been captain of both the baseball and basketball
teams and has been inducted into their Hall of Fame. He was married to Annetta Mary Elizabeth
Gehman on August 18, 1950 in Allentown by C. Leslie Miller. Annetta was a daughter of Paul
and Anna (Weaver) Gehman. Paul’s father, Allen M. Gehman, was a prominent layman in our
Conference. A member of our church in Quakertown, John died on June 06, 2003 in the Grand
View Hospital in West Rockhill Township. A daughter, Kim, is a missionary in Africa.
Grace, born on March 17, 1895, was adopted by her aunt and uncle, Flory and John Sterner. She
married Raymond Miller, a Lutheran pastor, and they were residing in Minersville in 1945.
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Paul Timothy was born on December 17, 1896 and entered
the ministry of our Conference serving under the Gospel
Herald Society. Licensed in 1918 and ordained in 1923, he
served churches in Scranton, Easton, Bethlehem and
Reading, was the Superintendent of the Allentown District
and served as Chairman of Annual Conference, both for
eight years. A Gospel Herald Mission had opened around
1915 in Scranton and in December of 1920 the First
German Methodist Church was purchased. Paul had
become the pastor there and in 1921 built a parsonage next
to the church. On October 12, 1922 the church organized
with 51 charter members. Paul married Ethel Cobb on June
01, 1921 in Scranton and a son, Royce Gerald, born on July
19, 1928, married Erma Musselman, daughter of Clarence
and Grace (Gehman) Musselman, on July 24, 1948 and they
resided in Texas. Two obituaries state that Ethel died in
Reading on September 04 but I once read that she died in
Dallas, TX when she and Paul were visiting there, probably to
visit Royce. A 1954 index of deaths in Dallas include the name
Ethel Stengele and state that she died on September 04. Paul
then married her sister, Gertrude, on August 04, 1955. Erma
died on January 17, 2002 and is buried in Lakeview Memorial
Gardens in Longview, TX, as is her mother, Grace. During
Paul’s ministry at Scranton the church caught fire, damaging
the roof supports in the entrance, and new supports were nailed
unto the charred ones. Those who remembered the fire stated
that Pastor Stengele reacted with very good leadership. In 1957
I was a student at Berean Bible School and had come to realize
that I needed to be baptized by immersion. I was a member of
the Gospel Team which travelled to a different church each
Sunday and one Sunday we were scheduled for Reading where
Paul was serving at the time. Baptisms were scheduled for that
Sunday so I asked to be included. Pastor Stengele was a small
man and near retirement. He lowered me under the water with
no problem but was unable to bring me back up. On his third
try, however, he was successful and I survived. A daughter,
Eunice, born on March 14, 1922 in Scranton, married Robert
Jones and they became faithful members of our Bethlehem
church. Robert was instrumental in building a church in Miller
Heights which became one of our Conference missions for a
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Paul Timothy Stengele

time. He died on April 29, 1988 and she died on April 03, 2009. Both are buried in Memorial
Park in Bethlehem. Paul died of a heart attack on October 02, 1972 while moving from his home
in Orefield to a new residence in Bethlehem. His wife, Gertrude, then married Ernest Nichols on
October 18, 1974 and died in Florida on October 15, 1991.
It appears that many of the descendants of William Jacob Stengele contributed to Christian
service and many of those through our Bible Fellowship Church. We thank God for the Stengele
family.

Your responses, questions and inquiries are welcomed. You will probably receive this
in time to be reminded to send in your registration for our next meeting at Quakertown
and renew your membership for the coming year.
Dick Taylor
Retaylor723@gmail.com
Or
3707 John Drive
Brookhaven PA 19015
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